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We shall preface this narrative of the 
various sufferings to which the American — 
Missionaries in the Burman empire, have 
lately been subjected, with a short account 
of the origin of this Mission, and some 
of the principal incidents connected with 
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We learn from the veryinteresting volume 
of letters, written by Mrs Judson, entitled, 
“An Account of the American Baptist Mis 
~ sior the Burman Empire,” Seat in % 
1823, that in. the beginning 
along with = Soa a 




























4 AMERICAN MISSION IN 


late Mr and Mrs Newell, embarked at 
k Salem, and arrived at Calcutta in May. 
. As this was, however, before the renewal 
of the East India charter in 1813, and as 

"strong prejudices at that time existed in 
India against missionary exertions they 
were soon ordered to return to America in 
the ship in which they came. 

Here they were exposed to a variety of — 
difficulties; and it is impossible to read 
Mrs Judson’s account of these, and the 
manner in which they were extricated out: 
_ of them, without noticing the overruling 

providence of that Almighty Being who 

has'the elements of nature, and the hearts 

of men, equally under his controul. Mr 

and Mrs Newell first availed themselves of 

an opportunity that occurred for their pro- 

ceeding to the Isle of France. Not long 
j after this, Mr and Mrs Jndson followed 
them thither. On their arrival there, they 
received the affecting Eiteligonce of Mrs 
Newell’s death. 

Having contemplated a mission to the 
island of. Madagascar, but finding it im- 
possible at that time to establish one there, 
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THE BURMAN EMPIRE. 5 
they embraced the first opportunity of re- 
turning to India. Accordingly, after three 
months’ residence at the isle of France, 
they embarked for Madras, at which place 
they arrived in June 1813. 

Finding the same hostile disposition on 
the part of the Honourable Company's 
" government to: missionary exertions, Mr 
Judson’s first object was to ascertain what 
ships were lying in the Madras roads, 
jand he found the only one which would 
‘sail, previously to information being given 
to the supreme government in Bengal of * 
our return to India, was bound to Rangoon. 
Ht Amission to the Burman empire,” says 
Mr J. “ desirable as it was, we had been in 
‘the habit of viewing with a kind of horror, 
and, though dissuaded from the attempt 
by our friends at Madras, we now saw the 
hand of Providence pointing to that region, 
as the scene of our future labours.” 

: Such were the circumstances which led 

Mr and Mrs Judson to enter on the Bur- 

a apire as a field of missionary la- 
Her feelings on this occasion are — 
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been deprived of it! How little you 
realize the toils and perplexities of travers- 
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6 AMERICAN MISSION IN 


expressed in the following extract from a 
letter written at that time :— 

« My heart often sinks within me, when 
I think of living among a people whose 
tender mercies are cruel. But, when I 
reflect upon their miserable state, as desti- 
tute of the Gospel, and that it is easy for 
our heavenly Father to protect us in the 
midst of danger, I feel willing to go, and 
live and die among them; and it is our 
daily prayer, that it may please God to 
enable us to continue in that savage coun- 
try. Farewell to the privileges and con- 
veniences of civilized life! Farewell to re- 
fined christian society! We shall enjoy 
these comforts no more; but Burmah will — 
hea good place to grow in grace, to live 
near to God, and be prepared to die. O,” 
my dear parents and sisters, how little you 
know how to estimate your enjoyments, 
in your quiet homes, with all the comforts 
of life! How little you know how to prize 
dear christian society, as youshave never 


ing the ocean ; and how little you can know — 
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‘THE BURMAN EMPIRE. 7 
of the solid comfort of trusting in God, 
when dangers stand threatening to devour ! 
But these privations, these dangers and 
toils, and these comforts, are ours, and we 
rejoice in them, and think it an inestima- 
ble privilege that our heavenly Father, has 
given ey in allowing us to suffer for his 
cause.” 

Theyembarked forRangoon on the 22d of 
June in a crazy old vessel, manned entirely 
| by native sailors, the captain being the only 
| person on board that could speak their own a 

Janguage,and haying no separate apartment 

but what was made by canvass. They had 

avery long voyage. Mrs Judson was taken 9 

dangerously ill during the course of it; she 

was, however, mercifully restored, and 
they reached Rangoon in safety. Their 

feelings on their artival in that land of 

heathen darkness, together with the diffi- 

culties they had to encounter in acquiring 

a knowledge of the Burman language, are 

well expressed in the following passage ;— 

We now felt ourselves, in every sense of 
rord, on heathen ground. Not an in- 
of any description with whoni we 















































8 AMERICAN MISSION IN 


could unite in social prayer. We were 
surrounded by despotism, avarice, and 
cruelty; and the darkness, the dreadful 
moral darkness, of heathen idolatry, was 
evident, wherever we turned our eyes, 
Oar tongues could not perform their office ; 
for the language of the Burmans was then 
to us a perfect jargon, and no animating 
prospect of speedily overcoming this diffi- 
culty, cheered the gloomy scene. Yet our 
heavenly Father suffered us not to despond. 
He compelled us to feel the full force of 
those precious promises, relative to the 
conversion of the heathen, which encour- 
aged us to look forward with a degree of 
hope which has since astonished ourselves. 
We found the language extremely difficult; 
and we had no teacher who understood 
both the English and Burman languages. 
Our only mode of ascertaining the names 
‘of the objects which met our eye, was by 
pointing to them in the presence of our 
teacher, who would immediately speak the 
names in Burman; we then expressed 
them as nearly as possible by the Roman 
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characters, till we had sufficient)y acquired 
the power of the Burman.” 

It is not our intention to give any detail 
of the various incidents attending this mis- 
sion, but only to notice two or three of the 
most interesting particulars connected with 
it, previous to that series of sufferings to 
which the Missionaries were subjected, 
' during the course of the late war. After 
Mrs Judson had, by persevering exertion, 
acquired such knowledge of the Burman 
language, as to be able to converse with the 
natives in it, and also to translate part of 
_ the Scriptures, several converts were made 
at Rangoon to the Christian faith. Ry 
this time Mr Colman, another missionary, 
d joined them, and it was thonght expe- 
dient that Mr Judson and he should go up 
to Ava, the capital of the empire, and en- 
deavour to obtain the Emperor's toleration 
to act in the character of religious teachers. 
After arriving at that city, we have the 
following account of their interview with 
his golden footed Majesty = % 
We set out early in the morning, called 
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Mr R. who was formerly collector, butvis 
now out of favour. Thence we entered _ 
the city, passed the palace, and repaired to 
the house of Mya-day-men, former viceroy 
’ of Rangoon, now one of the public minis- 
+ ters of state, (Woon-gyee.) Weigave him ~ 
“a valuable present, and another of less 
value to his wife, the lady who formerly 
treated Mrs Judson with so much polite- 
ness. They both reeeived us very kindly, 
and appeared to interest themselves in our 
success. We, however, did not disclose 
our precise object, but only petitioned leave 
ne to behold the golden face. Upon this, his 
‘ highness committed our business to Moung 
Yo, one of his favourite officers, and direct- 
ed him to introduce us to Mong Zah, one of 
the private ministers of state, (A-twen- 
swoon,) with the necessary orders, This 
particular favour of Mya-day-men, prevents 
the necessity of our petitioning and feeing 
all the public ministers of state, and pro- 
uring formal permission from the high — 
court of the empire.” 
*In the evening, Mong Yowho lives near 

~ our boat, called on us, to say that,he would 
=: fit 
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conduct us to-morrow. We lie down in 
si iety. To-morrow’s dawn will 
usher in the most eventful day of our lives. 
To-morrow’s eve will close on the bloom 
or the blight of our fondest hopes. Yet 
it is consoling to commit this business into 
the hands of our heavenly Father, to feel 
that the work is his, not ours; that the 
heart of the monarch, before whom we are 
to appear, is under the controul of Omni- 
potence; and that the event will be order~ 
edin the manner most conducive to the 
Divine glory and the greatest good. God 
may, for the wisest purposes, suffer our 
hopes to be disappointed ; and if so, why 
should short-sighted, mortal man, repine? 
Thy will, O God, be ever done; for thy 
will is inevitably the wisest and the best. 

“Next day we left the boat, and put 
ourselves under the conduct of Mong Yo. 
He carried us first to Mya-day-men, as a 
matter of form; and there we learned that 
the emperor had been privately apprized 
of our arrival, and said, ‘Let them be in- 
troduced?” We therefore proceeded to the 
_ palace. At the outer gate we were detain 
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ed a long time, until the various officers 
were satisfied that we had a right to enter; 
after which we deposited a present for the 
private minister of state, Moung Zah, and 
were ushered into his apartments in the 
palace-yard. He received us very plea- 
santly, and ordered us to sit before several 
governors and petty kings, who were wait~ 
ing at his levee. We here for the first 
time, disclosed our character and object,— 
told him that we were missionaries, or 
* propagators of religion ;’ that we wished 
‘to appear before the emperor, and present 
our sacred books, accompanied with a peti-~ 
tion. He took the petition into his hand, 
looked over about half of it, and then fami- — 
liarly asked several questions about our — 
God, and our religion, to which we replied: 
Just at-this crisis somé one announced that _ 
the golden foot was about to advance; on 
which the minister hastily rose up, and 
it on his robes of state, saying, that he 
Joust seize the moment to present us to the 
“emperor. We now found that we had un- 
wittingly fallen on an unpropitious ‘time, 
it being the day of the celebration of ‘the 
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late victory over the Cassays, and the very 
hour when his majesty was coming forth 
to witness the display made on the occa~ 
sion. When the minister was dressed, he 
just said, ‘ How can you propagate religion 
in this empire? But come along.’ Our 
hearts sunk at these inauspicious words. 
He conducted us through various splendour 
and parade, until we ascended a flight of a 
stairs, and entered a most magnificent hall, 
He directed us where to sit, and took his 4 
place on one side; the present was placed 
; 
j 











on the other ; and Moung Yo, another of- 
ficer of Mya-day-men, sat a little behind. 
The scene to which we were now introdu- 
ced really surpassed our expectation. The 
extent of the hall, the number and 
‘itude of the pillars, the height of the oa 
dome, the whole completely covered with 
gold, presented a most grand and imposing 
spectacle. Very few were present, and 
those evidently great officers of state. Our 
Situation prevented us from seeing the fur~ 
avenue of the hall; but the end, where 
sats, ppcoed into the parade, which the 
was about to inspect. We re- 























= mained above five minutes, when every one 
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put himself into the most respectful atti- 

tude, and Moung Yo whispered, that his — 

majesty had entered. We looked through 
the hall, as far as the pillars would allow, 
and presently caught sight of this modern 

_ Ahasuerus. He came forward, unattended, 

'—in solitary grandeur, — exhibiting the — 
proud gait and majesty of an eastern mon- ~ 
arch, His dress was rich, but not distine= _ 
tive; and he carried in his hand the gold-— 
sheathed sword, which seems to have taken 
the place of the sceptre of ancient times. 
But it was his high aspect and commanding — 
eye, that chiefly rivetted our attention, 
He strided on. Every head, excepting 
‘was now in the dust. We remained kneel- 
ing, our hands folded, our eyes fixed | 
the monarch. When he drew near, we 
caught his attention. He stopped, ar 
turned toward us—‘ Who are these? * 

» teachers, great king,’ I replied. * What,’ 
you speak Burman—the priests that I h 
of last night? * When did you arrive’ 
© Are you teachers of religion ” * Are yt 
like the Portuguese priest? ¢ Are | 
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married? * Why do you dress so?” These, 

} and some other similar questions, we an- 
swered ; when he appeared to be pleased . 

\ with us, and sat down on an elevated seat 

| —his hand resting on the hilt of his sword, 
and his eyes intently fixed on us. Moung 
Zah now began to read the petition, and it 
run thus :— 

* ¢ The American teachers present them~ 
selves to receive the favour of the execel~ 
lent king, the sovereign of land and. sea. 

. Hearing that, on account of the greatness 
of the royal power, the royal country was 
in a quiet and Progperoug state, we arrived 
at the town of Rangoon; within the royal 
dominions, and having obtained leave of 
, the governor of that town, to come ap and 
Neel the golden face, we have ascended 
and reached the bottom of the golden feet- 
_ In the great country of Ameriea, we sus- 
- tain the character of teachers and explain- 
ers of the contents of the saered Seriptures 
of our religion. And since it is contained 
in those Seriptures, that, if we! pass) to 
other countries, and preach and propaga: 
_ religion, great i result, and both 





































those who teach and those who receive the 
religion, will be freed from future punish- 
ment, and enjoy, without decay or death, 
the eternal felicity of heaven,—that royal 
permission be given, that we, taking re~ 
fuge in the royal power, may preach our 
religion in these dominions, and that those 
who are pleased with our preaching, and 
wish to listen to and be guided by it, whe- 
ther foreigners or Burmans, may be ex- 
empt from government molestation, they 
present themselves to receive the favour 
of the excellent king, the sovereign of land, 
and sea.’ Phe 
“The emperor heard this petition, and 
stretched out his hand. Moung Zah 
crawled forward and presented it. His 
_ majesty began at the top, and deliberately 
read it through. In the mean time, gave _ 
Moung Zah an abridged copy of the trabt,, 
in which every offensive sentence was cor- 
rected, and the whole put into the hand-_ 
; somest style and dress possible. After the 
emperor had perused the petitionhe handed _ 
it back without saying a word, and took 
the tract. Our hearts now rose to ¢ 
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for a display of his grace. ‘O! have 
mercy on Burmah! Have mercy on her 
king! But alas! the time was not yet 
come. He held the tract long enough to 
read the two first sentences, which assert 
that there is one eternal God, who is inde- 
pendent of the incidents of mortality, and 
that, besides him there is no God; and 
then with an air of indifference, perhaps 
disdain, he dashed it down to the ground ! 
Moung’ Zah stooped forward, picked it up, 
and handed it to us. Moung Yo madea 
slight attempt to save us, by unfolding one 
~ of the volumes which composed our pre- 
sent, and displaying its beauty; but his 
Majesty took no notice. Our fate was 
decided. After a few moments Moung 
“Zah interpreted his royal master’s will in 
the following terms: ‘In regard to the 
_ objects of your petition, his majesty gives 
_" no order. In regard to your sacred books, 
his majesty has no use for them ; take them 
gues 
§ Something was now said about brother 
’s skill in medicine, upon which the 
emperor once more opened his mouth, and 
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said, ‘Let them proceed to the residence 
of my physician, the Portuguese priest; 
let him examine whether they ean be use- 
fal to me in that line, and report accord- 
ingly.’ He then rose from his seat, strided 
on to the end of the hall, and there, after 
having dashed to the ground the first in- 
telligence that he had ever received of the 
Eternal God, his Maker, his Preserver, his 
Judge, he threw himself down on a cushion, 
and lay listening to the music, and gazing 
at the parade spread out before him. 
‘* As for us and our present, we were 
hurried away without much ceremony. 
We passed out of the palace gates with 
much more facility than we entered, and 
were conducted first to the house of Mya=— 
day-men. There his officer reported our 
reception; but in as favourable terms as — 
possible; and as his highness’ was not ap- 
prized of our precise object, our repulse 
appeared, probably, to him, not so decisive 
as we knew it to be. We were next con- 
ducted two miles, through the sun and 
dust of the streets of Ava, to the residence — 
of the Portuguese priest. He very ar 
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ily hscertained that we were in possession 
of no wonderful secret, which would seeure 

the emperor from all disease, and make 

him live for ever; and we were accord- 
ingly allowed to take leave of the reverend 
inquisitor, and retreat to our boat. 

* At this stage of the business, not- 
standing the decided repulse we had re- 
ceived, we still cherished some hope of 
ultimately gaining our point. We regret- 
ted, that a sudden interruption had prevent- 
ed our explaining our objects to Moung 
Zah, in that familiar and confidential man- 
ner which we had intended; and we de- 

_ termined, therefore, to make another’ at- 

- tempt upon him in private, 

+ * January 28th.—Early in the moral 

we had the pleasure of seeing our friend, 

_ Mr G. coming to’ our boat. It may not 

be amiss ‘to mention, that he is the collec- 
tor who was chiefly instrumental in reliev~ 

_ ing us from the exorbitant demand whieh, 

a few ores ago, was made upon usin. ~ 

He now told us-that he had 

our eg. ‘but would not have.” 
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acquainted with Moung Zah, and would ac- 
company us to his house, a little before 
sunset, at an hour when he was accessi- 
ble, This precisely accorded with our in- 

tentions. : 

In the afternoon, therefore, we called 
on Mr G. and he went with us into the 
city. On the way we paid a visit to the 
wife of the present viceroy of Rangoon, 
whose eldest son is married to the only 
daughter of the present emperor. We car- 
ried a present, and were, of course, kind- 
ly received. 

* Thence we went to the house of Moung 
Zah, some way beyond the palace. He re- 
ceived us with great coldness and reserve, 
The conversation which we carried on chief~ 
ly through Mr G. it is unnecessary to de- — 

“Jail. Suffice it to say, that we ascertained 
beyond a doubt, that the policy of the Bur- — 
man government, in regard to the toleration 
of any foreign religion, is precisely the same 
with the Chinese; that it is quite out of 
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a 
from punishment; and that we, in present- 
ing a petition to that effect, had been guilty 

| of a most egregious blunder, an unpardon- 

; able offence. Mr G. urged every argument 


that we suggested, and some others, He 
finally stated, that if we obtained the royal 
favour, other foreigners would come and 
settle in the empire, and trade would be 
greatly benefited. This argument alone 
seemed to have any effect on the mind of 
the minister; and looking out from the 
cloud which covered his face, he vouchsaf- 
ed to say, that if we would wait some time, 
he would endeavour to speak to his majesty 

about us. From this remark it was im- 
_ possible to derive any encouragement, and 
_ having nothing further to urge, we left Mr 
G., aud bowing down to the ground, took 
leave of this great minister of state, who, 
_ under the emperor, guides the movements 

of the whole empire. 

“Tt was now evening. We had four 
miles to walk by moon-light. Two of our 
only followed us. 9 They: shad 
. as near as they ventured to the 

Sorat the hall of audience, and listened 
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to the words which sealed the extinction — 
of their hopes and ours. For some time 
we spike not. 

























& Some natural tears we dropt, but wiped them soon. 

‘The world was all before us, where to choose 

Our place of rest, and Providence our guide.” 
And, as our first parents took their solitary 

way through Eden, hand in hand, so we 

took our way through this great city, 

7 which, to our late imagination, seemed 
another Eden ; but now, through the ma- 
gic touch of disappointment, seemed blast- 
ed and withered, as if smitten by the fatal 
influence of the cherubic sword. 
* Arrived at the boat, we threw our- 
selves down, completely exhausted in body 
and mind. For three days we had walked 
eight miles a day, most of the way in the 
heat of the sun, which, even at this season; 
in the interior of these countries, is exceed= 
ingly oppressive; and thewresult of our 
travels and toils has been—the wisest and 
best possible—a result, which, if we could 
see the end from the beginning, would call ¢ 
forth our highest praise. O slow of heart 
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to believe and trust in the overruling agen- 
» ey of our own Almighty Saviour ! 
January 29th.—We again rose early, and 
| having considered the last words of Moung 
, Zah, wrote down our request in the most 
concise and moderate terms, and sent it to 
Mr G., with a message that he would once 
more see Moung Zah, lay the paper before 
him, and ascertain, unequivocally, whether 
there was any possibility of gaining our 
point by waiting several months. 

The rest of the day, and the next, being 
Lord’s day, we remained in the boat. 
January 31st, Monday.—Mr G. called 
upon us, with our little paper in his hand. 
- Ihave shewn your paper to Moung Zah, 
_ and begged him not to deceive you, but to 
say distinctly what hopes you might be al- 
lowed to entertain ; he replied, ¢ Tell them 
_ that there is not the least possibility of ob- 
taining the object stated in this paper, 

_ should they wait-ever so long.’ 
_ © IT now thought of one more expedient; 
and taking out the manuscript tract the 

or threw down, I handed it to Mr 
G. 2 is a brief view of the Christian | 
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religion. Do you present it, in our name, 
to Moung Zah, and persuade him to read 
it, or hear it read. We have indeed no — 

hope of its efficacy ; but itis our last 
and God may help us in the extremity, 
He took it with some feeling, and promis- , 
ed to do his best.” x 



















The next occurrence in the history of — 
this mission, which particularly deserves — 
notice, is the conduct of those natives who 
had embraced Christianity, when the mis- 
sionaries proposed, in consequence of theif 
unfavourable reception at the court, 
leave the Burman territory. The enli; 
ened views of these converts, and the di+ 
cision of character they manifested, 
ed on this occasion to great advantage, 
clearly evinced how powerfully the 'p 
ciples of divine truth were impressed. 
their minds. 

Having arrived at Rangoon, on the’ 18 

. of February, Mr Judson’s journal” thu 
continues :— 
_ * February 20th, Lord's day-—l 
evening, I called the three discipls 
ther, and gave them a connected 
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of the affair at Ava, that they might have 
a full understanding of the dangers of their 
“present condition, and the reasons of our 
intended departure from Rangoon. We 
expected, that, after being destitute of all 
the means of grace for some time, and af- 
ter seeing their teachers driven away from 
the presence of their monarch in disgrace, 
' they would become cold in their af- 
fections, and have but little remaining zeal 
for a cause thus proscribed and exposed to 
Persecution. We thought, that if one out 
F of the three remained firm, it was as much 
Lwe could reasonably hope for. But how 










They vied with each other in trying 
explain away difficulties, and to convince 
| that the cause was not yet quite desper- 
e. ‘But whither are the teachers going?” 
, of course, an anxious inquiry. We 
them, that it was our intention never 


Burmah ; but that since pe ‘s 
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those parts of the empire which are imme-~ 
diately under his dominion; that there is 
a tract of country lying between Bengal and 
Arrakan, which, though under the govern- 
ment of Bengal, is chiefly inhabitated by 
Arrakanese, who speak a language similar 
to the Burman, the district being really a 
part of Arrakan, one component part of the 
present Burman empire; that formerly a 
teacher from Bengal (De Bruyn) lived at 
Chittagong, the principal town in that dis- 
trict, and baptized several converts, who, 
at his death, were left destitute of all in= 
_ struction to the present time ; and that, in ~ 
view of these considerations, it was our 
purpose to proceed thither, in hope of find= 
ing that toleration which was denied us in — 


previously told us that he would follow us 
to any part of the world. He was only 
afraid that he should be a burden,to us 
for not being acquainted with another lan- 
guage, he might not be able to get his livi 
in a strange land. ‘As for mej) 
Moung Thahlah, ‘ I go where i 
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to be had.’ Moung Byaay was silent and 
‘thoughtful. At last he said, that as no 
_. Burman woman is allowed to leave the 
 eountry, he could not, on account of his 
“wife, follow the teachers; but (continued 
“he, with some pathos), if I must be left 
‘here alone, I shall remain performing the 
duties of Jesus Christ’s religion; no other 
shall I think of. This interview with the 
disciples rejoiced our hearts, and caused us 
to praise God for the grace which he had 
~ manifested to them. 
_» Feb, 24th.—We have spent three or 
four days in enquiring about Chittagong, 
and the prospect of getting a passage di- 
rectly thither, or by the way of Bengal. 
__ * This evening Moung Byaay came up 
eS his. brother-in-law Moung:Myat-yah, 
. has lived in our yard several months, 
___ and formerly attended worship in the Zayat. 
© T have come,’ said Moung Byaay, ‘ to 
petition that you will not leave 
present.’—‘I think, replied I, ‘that it is 
ess to remain under present circum~ 
We cannot open the Zayat; we 
have publie worship; no Burman’ 
By c 
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will dare to examine this religion; and if 
none examine, none can be expected to 
embrace it.’—‘ Teacher,’ said he, ‘ my 
mind is distressed; I.can neither eat nor 
sleep, since I find you are going away. T 
have been around among those who live 
near us, and I find some who are even now 
examining the new religion: Brother Myat- 
yah is one of them, and he unites with me 
in my petition. (Here Myat-yah assented 
that it was so.) Do, stay with us afew 
months. Do stay till there are eight or ten 
disciples. Then appoint one to be the teach~ 
er of the rest; I shall not be concerned 

» about the event: though you should leave. 
the country, the religion will spread of it- 
self. The emperor himself cannot stop it, 
But if you go now, and take the two y 
ciples that can follow, I shall be left alone.” 
Icannot baptize those who may wish to 
embrace this religion. What can I do 
Moung Nau came in, and expressed, him=_ 
self in a similar way. He thought that 
several would yet become disciples, 
withstanding all opposition, and that it 
best for us to stay a while. We could not 
strain our tearsat hearingall this; andwetold 
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_ them, that as we lived only for the promo- 
tion of the cause of Christ among the Bur- 
mans, if there was any prospect of success 
in Rangoon, we had no desire to go to an- 
other place, and would therefore reconsider 
the matter. 

“ February 26th. Moung Shway-l 
sedate and pleasant man, who came tolive 
in our yard just before we went to Ava, ac- 
companied Moung Myat-yah to the, usual 
evening worship. When we were about 
breaking up, Moung Thahlah began con- 
; Yersation, by. saying, ‘ Teacher, your in- 
tention of going away has filled us all with 
trouble. Is it good to forsake us thus ? Not- 
withstanding present difficulties and dan- 
gers, itis to be remembered that this work is 
not ours, or yours, but the work of God, 

‘Tfhe give light, the religion will spread. 

Nothing can impede it After conversing 
some time, I found that Moung Louk, an- 
_ other inhabitant of the yard, had been lis- 
tening without. Accordingly, he was in- 
to take his seat with the ingfirers. 
Byaay now began to be in earnest; 
was elevated, and his eyes bright~ 
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ened. ‘Let us all,’ said he, ‘ make an 
effort. As for me, I will pray. Only 
leave a little church of ten, with a teacher 
set over them, and I shall be fully satisfied” 
Moung Nau took a very active part in the 
conversation, The three new ones said 
nothing, except that they were desirous of 
considering the religion of Christ. Neither 
of them, however, was willing to admit ~ 
that, as yet, he believed any thing. 

“ We felt that it was impossible for us 
all to leave these people, in these interesting 
circumstances ; and at the same time felt 

it very important that Chittagong should 
\, Rot _be neglecved. Under these circum- 
“ stances, we came to the conclusion, that — 
brother Colman should proceed immediate-_ 
ly to: Chittagong, collect the Arrakanese 
converts, and form a station, to which new 
missionaries from the Board might at first 
repair, and to which I might ultimately — 
flee, with those of the disciples that could 
leave the country, when we found that — 
persecution so violent, as to suppress 
farther enquiry; and render it useless 
rash to remain; that I should remain 
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Rangoon until the state of things became 
thus desperate, and then endeavour to join 
brother C. in Chittagong; but that if, con- 
trary to our expectation, the Rangoon sta~ 
tion should, after a lapse of several months, 
appear to be tenable, and that for an inde- 
finite time, and some work be evidently 
going on, brother C. after settling one or 
two missionaries in Chittagong, to keep 
that place, should rejoin me in Rangoon.” 





‘Mrs Judson’s health having suffered con- 
siderably by her residence at Rangoon, it 
‘was judged expedient that she should take 
a‘yoyage to America. She accordingly left 
‘MrJudsonto pursue his missionary labours, 
and embarked for Caleatta. After waiting 
for some time for a vessel for America, she 
could not find one, and this circumstance 
was the occasion of her visiting Britain, 
This visit produced various happy effects. 
_ She was, in the first place, able to eom= 
_ municate much, valuable information re- 
‘garding the Burman Mission ; and no,one 
could be in company with her, and hear 
her) iption of the state of that, conntry; 
i with the efforts of the mission- 
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aries to improve the condition of itsinhabi= 
tants, without feeling a greatly increased 
interest in the success of their exertions! 
She particularly proposed a plan of pur~ 
chasing a number of female children, who, 
in that country, are frequently exposed to 
sale to pay the debts of their father, to 
educate these herself, and thus to give 
the Burmans a specimen of the advantage 
to be derived from female education. Ses __ 
veral persons cheerfully subscribed to_en- 
able her to carry this measure into effect ; 
and as she is still desirous of prosecuting 
that plan, while she will have it in her 
power to do so, far more advantageously 
than before the war, we have no‘doubt that — 
this will have its place among the various 
other schemes for promoting the happiness 
of the human race, so generously"supported 
by British benevolence. 

But there was another object obtained, — 
by her visiting this country, and whieh 
it cannot be supposed would be overlool 
by one, who was so much accustomed 
mark the overruling providence of 
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with her, whose attention she was the 
happy instrument of directing to the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ. While this is unques- 
tionably the most important service which 
one hunian being can be the means of per- 
forming to another, she used to speak of 
this circumstance with the most lively gra~ 
 titude, and considered it as furnishing a 
most satisfactory explanation of the reason 
why she could not find a ship direct for 
America. In the wonderful arrangements 
of Divine Providence, she was thus brought 
" into contact with those to whom she was 
formerly a total stranger, but whose best— 
_ whose highest—and eternal interests, she 
~ was thus.the honoured instrument of pro- 
moting. 
The next incident in the history of 
this mission, we shall notice, is a second 
visit to Ava, which Mr Judson paid, in 
connection with Dr Price, who was ac- 
qnainted with the science of medicine, and 
Who had been sent out by the American 
‘Board of foreign missions, to join him. ‘Phis 
© the capital, was in compliance with 
th invitation of the emperor sand 
this was the case, a more favourable 
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issue might have been reasonably ‘antici 
pated, than that which attended the former — 
one. It took place in the year 1822. The 
following is the account given of it in Mr 
Tudson’s journal :— 
“ After much’ tedious detention, result- 
ing from our connection with government, 
Brother Price and myself set out: ft “4 
Rangoon, on the 28th of August, in a boat 
furnished at the public expense; and on 
the 27th of September reached Ava, the 
present capital. We were immediately’ 
introduced to the king, who received Bro= 
ther Price very graciously, and made mam 
enquiries about his medical skill, but 
no notice of me, except as interpreter. 
atwenwoon Moung Zah, however, imm 


about my welfare, in presence of the king, 
and after his majesty had withdrawn, con- 
versed a little on religious subjects, and 
gave me some private encouragement 
remain at the capital. F 
Oct. 1.—To-day the king noticedme 
the first time, though I have appeared be 
fore him nearly every day since our arri 
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After making some enquiries, as usual, 
about Brother Price, he added, * And you 
in black, what are you? a medical man 
too?’ ‘ Not a medical man, but a teacher 
of religion, your majesty.’ He proceeded 
to make a few enquiries about my religion, 
and then put the alarming question, whe- 
‘ther any had embraced it. I evaded by 
“saying, ‘ Not here.’ He persisted, * Are 
bang any in Rangoon? ‘There are a 

” £ Are they foreigners?’ I trembled 
for the consequences of an answer, which 
might involve the little church in ruin; 
but the truth must be sacrificed, or the 
eemeruerices hazarded, and I therefore re- 
i }\* Tijeborart agus foreigners and some 
mans.’ He remained silent a few mo- 
ments, but presently shewed that he was 
not displeased, by asking a great variety 
of questions on religion and geography and 
astronomy, some of which were answered 
in such a satisfactory manner, as to occa- 
4 _ Sion a general expression of approbation in 
allithe court present. After his majesty 






















into conversation, and allowed me 
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_ to expatiate on several topics of the Chris- — 
tian religion, in my usual way. And all 
this took place in the hearing of the very 
‘man, now an atenwoon, who, many years 
go, caused his uncle to be tortured almost 
to death under the iron maul, for renoun- 

; cing Budhism, and embracing the Roman 

Catholic religion! Thanks be to God, for 

the encouragement of ‘this day. The mo- 

narch of the empire has distinctly under= 
stood that some of his subjects have 
braced the Christian religion, and his wrath oy 
has been restrained. Let us then hope; 
that‘as he becomes more acquainted with 
the excellence of the religion, he will be 

























Oct, 3.—Left the boat, and moved into 
the house ordered to be erected for us by 
the king. A mere temporary shed, how- 
ever, it proves to be, scarcely sufficient to 


or from the rain above. It is situated neal 
: the present palace, and joins the incl 
. of Prince M—, eldest half-brother of 
' king. 


Govgle 























THE BURMAN EMPIRE. 37 


~» © Oct.4.—On our return from the palace, 
whither we go every morning after break- 

fast, Prince M— sent for me. I had seen 
him once before, in company with Brother 
Price, whom he called for medical advice, 
To-day he wished to converse on science 
and religion. He is a fine young man of 
twenty-eight, but greatly disfigured by a 
paralytic affection of the arms and legs. 
_ Being cut off from the usual sources of 
amusement, and having associated a little 
with the Portuguese padres who have lived 
at Ava, he has acquired a strong taste for 
foreign science. My communications in- 
terested him very much, and I found it 
difficult to.get away, until Brother Price 

sent expressly for me to go again to the 

palace. 

Oct. 16.—Had a very interesting con- 
versation, in the palace, with two of the 

atenwoons and several officers, on the be- 

_ ing of God, and other topies of the Chris- 

_ tian religion. Some of them manifested a 

"spirit of candour and free inquirys which 

‘greatly encouraged me. 

_ Oct, 21.—Visited the atenwoon Moung: 
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Z. and had a long conversation on the re- 
ligion and customs of foreigners, in which 
Tendeavoured to communicate as much as 
possible of the Gospel. Upon the whole, 
he appeared to be rather favourably dis- 
posed; and on my taking leave, invited me 
respectfully to visit him occasionally. 
Thence I proceeded to the palace; and 
thence to the house of Prince M—, with 
whom I had an hour's uninterrupted cons — 
versation. But I am sorry to find that hee 
is rather amused with the information I 
give him, than disposed to consider it a 
matter of personal concern. I presented 
him with a tract, which he received as a fae 
vour; and finally I ventured to ask him, 
whether Burman subjects, who should cons 
sider and embrace the Christian religion, 
would be liable to persecution. He re-— 
plied, ‘Not under the reign of my bro= 
ther. He has a good heart, and wishes all _ 
to believe and worship as they please.” 
Oct. 23d.—Had some pleasant conv 
tion with Moung Zah, in the palace, 
ly in the hearing of the king. At I 
his majesty came forward, and hi 





me with some personal notice for the se+ 
cond time, inquired much about my coun- 
fry, and authorised me to invite American 
ships to his dominions, assuring them of 
protection, and offering every facility for 
the purposes of trade, 
“ Oct, 26.—While I lay ill with the fever 
and ague, some days ago, a young man, 
brother of an officer of Prince M—, visit- 
“ed me, and listened to a considerable expo 
“sition of gospel truth, Since then, he has 
_ eecasionally called, and manifested a desire 
to hear and know more, This evening he 
_ ¢ame to attend our evening worship, and 
remained conversing . till 9 o'clock. [hope 
‘that light is dawning on his mind. He 
tet -to know the truth, appears to be, 
“some degree, sensible of his sins, and 
some slight apprehension of the love 
‘and grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. ©” 
“ Oct. 28.—Spent the forenoon with 
Prince M—. He obtained, for the first 
time, some view of the nature of the atone 
and cried out “good, good.” He 
then proposed a number of objections, 
which Iremoved to Load apparent satisfac- 
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tion, Our piesa conversation turn+ 
“ed, as usual, on points of geography 
astronomy. He candidly acknowledged — 
that he could not resist my arguments in — 
fayour of the Copernican system; and that, — 
if he admitted them, he must also admit 
that the Budhist system was overthrown. — 
* Oct. 29.—Made an introductory visit 
to the great Prince, so called, by way of 
eminence, being the only brother of 
queen, and sustaining the rank of ch 
atwenwoon. Have frequently met him at 
the palace, where he has treated me rather 
uncourteously ; and my reception to-day 
was such as I had too much reason to 


















expect. 

* Oct. 30.—Spent part of the foren 
with Prince M— and his wife, the 
cess of S—, own sister ee: king. 


a both appear to be somewhat at! 
to me, and say, do not return to Rang 
but, when your wife arrives, call] h 



















~, 
THE BURMAN EMPIRE. 41 


house appropriated to the residence of sa- 
ered characters.” 
“ Oct. 31.—Visited the atenwoon Moung 
K—, whom I have frequently met at the 
palace, who has treated me with distin- 
guished candour. He received me very 
politely, and, laying aside his official dig- 
nity, entered into a most spirited dispute 
on various points of religion. He pretend- 
ed to maintain his ground without the 
-” shadow of doubt; but I am inclined to 
think that he has serious doubts. We 
parted in a very friendly manner, and he 
‘invited me to visit him occasionally. 
* Nov. 1.—Visited the Tset-kyah-woon- 
yee, at his particular request, with Bro- 
ther Price. He made the usual inquiries, 
medical and theological, and treated us 
with marked politeness.” 
The woongyees, of which there are four, 
rank next to the members of the royal fa~ 
mily, being public ministers of state, and 
forming the high court of the empire, 
atenwoons, of which there are sixjor 
seven, may be termed private ministers “of 
state, forming the privy council of the king. 


. Go gle 


= 


Sa ee. 





4 





—_—— = TT. - + 


4a AMERICAN MISSION IN 


Next in rank to the wongyees are the 
woondouks, assistants or deputies of the 
wongyees. The subordinate officers, both 
of'the palace and of the high court, are 
numerous. 

Understood that, according to the pub- 
lic registers, 40,000 houses have removed 
from Ab-mah-rah-pore to Ava, the new 
eapital, and that 30,000 remain. The 
Burmans reckon ten persons, great and 
small, to a house, which gives 700,000 for 
the whole population of the metropolis of 
Burmah. 



















“ Nov. 12.—Spent the whole forenoon 
with Prince M— and his wife. Made a 
faller disclosure than ever before, of the 
nature of the Christian religion, the ob- 
ject of Christians in sending me to this” 
country, my former repulse at court, and 
the reason of it, our exposure to persecu- 
tion in Rangoon, the affair of Moung 
Shwa-gnong, &c. &c. They entered into — 
my views and feelings with consideral 
interest; but both said decidedly, that 
though the king would not himself perse- 
cute any one on account of religion, hé- 
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would not give any order exempting from 
persecution, but would leave his subjects, 
throughout the empire, to the regular ad- 
ministration of the local authorities. 

“ After giving the prince a succint ac- 
count of my religious experience, I ven- 
tured to warn him of his danger, and urge 
him to make the Christian religion his im- 
mediate personal concern. He appeared, 
for a moment, to feel the force of what I 
said, but soon replied, ‘Iam yet young, 
only twenty-eight. Iam desirous of stu- 
dying all the foreign arts and sciences: 
My mind will then be enlarged, and I 
shall be capable of judging whether the 
Christian religion be true or not.’ - «But 
© suppose your highness changes worlds in 
_ the mean time.’ His countenance again 

fell. ‘It is true,’ said he, ‘I know not 

when I shall die.’ I suggested that it 
» would be well to pray to God for light, 
which, if obtained, would enable him at 
once to distinguish between truth and 
PP ailehood ; and so we parted. . O, Foun- 
tain of Light! shed down one ray into the 
p ind of this amiable prince, that he may 
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become a patron of thine infant cause, and 
inherit an eternal crown. 
* Nov. 14.—Another interview with 
Prince M—. He seemed at one time al~ 
most ready to give up the religion of Gau- 
dama, and listened, with such eagerness 
and pleasure, to the evidences of the Chris= 
tian religion. But presently two Burman 
teachers came in, with whom he imme- 
diately joined, and contradicted all I said. 
« Nov. 18.—Visited the Princess of T—, 
"at her particular request. She is the eld~ 
‘est own sister of the king, and therefore, _ 
according to Burman laws, consigned to 
celibacy. She had heard of me 
from her brother-in-law, Prince M—, and 
wished to converse on science and religii 
Her chief officer and the mayor of thé 
city were present; and we carried ona 
desultory conyersation, such as necessarily _ 
takes place on the first interview. Her 
highness treated me with uncommon affa= 
bility and respect, and invited me to 




































* Nov. 29.—Had an interesting 
view with Prince M—, and presented 





with a copy of the three last chapters of 
Matthew, in compliance with» his wish to 
have an account of the death and resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ. 

“Tn prosecuting the business of éndea- 
vouring to procure a situation on,which I 
might build a house, I had one noticeable 
interview with the king. Brother Price 
and two English gentlemen were present, 
The king appeared to be attracted by our 
number, and came toward us ; but his con- 

___ yersation was directed chiefly tome. He 
“again enquired about the Burmans who had 
embraced my religion. ‘Are they real 
Burmans? Do they dress like Burmans ?” 
&e. I had occasion to remark, that I 
“preached every Sunday, * What! in Bur- 
man? Yes, ‘Let us hear how you — 
preach.’ I hesitated. An atwenwoon re- 
_ peated the order. I began with a form of 
worship which first ascribes glory to God, 
- and then declares the commands of the law 
__ of the gospel; after which Istopt. ‘Go on, 
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God, when his majesty’s curiosity was sa- 
tisfied, and he interrupted me. In thecourse 
of subsequent conversation, he asked what 
Thad to say of Gaudama. I replied that - 
we all knew he was the son of king 
Thog-dau-dah-nah ; that we regarded him 
as a wise man and a great teacher, but did 
not call him God. ‘That is right,’ said 
Moung K. N. an atwenwoon who has not ~ 
hitherto appeared very friendly to me, _ 
as he proceeded to relate the substa 8s 
of a long communication which T latel 
made to him in the privy-council roo! 
about God and Christ, &e, And this 
did in a very clear and satisfactory mani 
Moung Z—, encouraged hy all this, reall 
began to take the side of God, before x * 
majesty, and said ‘ Nearly all the w 
majesty, believe in an eternal 
all, except Burmah and Siam, these little 
spots! His majesty remained silent; 
and after some other desultory ine 
abrupily rose and retired. 
“ Jan, 2d.—To-day I informed et in 
that it was my intention to return to 
goon, ‘Will you proceed thence to 
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own country ? ‘Only to Rangoon. 
His majesty gaye an acquiescing nod. i 
The atwenwoon Moung Z—, inquired # 
© Will you both go, or will the doctor re- 

main? I said that he would remain. 
Brother Price made some remark on the 
approaching hot season, and the inconve- . 
nience of our present situation: on which : 
*Moung Z—, inferring that it was on ae- 

count of the climate that I was about leay- 

ing, turned to me saying, ‘ Then you ; 
return here after the hot season” I 4 
ed at the king, and said, that if it was : 
convenient, I would return; which his 
majesty again sanctioned by an acquies- 

_ Ging nod and smile; and in reply to Bro- 

ther Price said, ‘Let a place be given 





is, 


* In the evening had along conversation = 
with Moung Z— on religion. He believes 5 

that there is an eternal God, and that Gau- 

dama, and Christ, and Mohammed, and 4 
ers are great teachers, who communi- mF 
d as much truth respectively.as they 

; but that their communications are) 
ot the word of God. I pressed my at-» 
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guments as far as I dared; but he ait 
to have reflected much on the subject; and — 
to have become quite settled and inflexible — 
in his conclusions. On parting, however, 
he remarked, ‘This is a deep and difficult 
subject. Do you, teacher, consider farther, 
and I also will consider. 


Mr Judson, after haying made several 
unsuccessful attempts to procure a site for 
a dwelling house, and especially one on th 
banks of the river, which had been 
propriated by the chief woongyee, 
writes. “This evening I sought 
interview with the chief woongyee, 
was so fortunate as to find him at 
house, lying down surrounded by 
or fifty of his people. I pressed 
ward into the foremost rank, and 
myself in a proper attitude. After a 
while his eye fell upon me, and I held) 
up asmall bottle of eau de luce, and d 
sired to present it. One of his officers 
ried it to him. He happened to be mt 


I told him, but added, ‘I have no pl 
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build on, my lord.’ He remained in a me- 
ditating attitude a few moments, and then 
suddenly replied, * If you want the little in- 
closure, take it!” 1 expressed my grati- 
tude. He began to take more notice of 
me—enquired about-my character and pro- 
fession, and then entered, with considerable 
spirit, on the subject of religion. After 
some conversation, he desired a specimen 
of my mode of worship and preaching, 
and I was obliged to repeat much more 
‘than I did before the king; for whenever 
esisted, he ordered me to go on. When 
curiosity was satisfied, he lay down, 
and I quietly retired. 
» © Jan. 25th.—Embarked in a small boat, 
tending to go day and night, and touch 
_ no where, in order to avoid the robbers, of 
_ which we have lately had alarming ac- 
counts. 
“Feb, 2. Lord’s day—At one o'clock in 


“ The Nan-gau-gong disciples soon came 
from Dah-lah, on the side 
the river, whither they and the Pah- 
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tsooan-doung disciples and inquirers have 
taken refuge, to escape the heavy taXa= 
tions and the illegal harassments of every 
kind, allowed under the new viceroy of 
Rangoon. Others of the disciples have 
fled elsewhere, so that there is not a single 
one remaining in Rangoon, except, three 
or four with us. The Nau-dau-gong: dis- 
ciples’ house has been demolished; sand j 
their place taken by government, at the 
instigation of their neighbours, who hate! 
them on account of religion. Mah Myate™ 
la died before the removal. Her: sister 
gave me the particulars of her death, 
Some of her last expressions were—*T 
put my trust in Jesus Christ—I love to 
pray to him—am not afraid of death—= 
shall.soon. be with, Christ in: heaven... .. saan 
* Avletter from Mrs Judson, in England, — 
informs me that she is going to America, 
and will not be here under several months, 
I, propose, therefore, waiting -her return; ) 
and oceupying the interval in finishing 
translation of the New Testament.” 
There are some additional cire 
not adverted to in this journal, but 
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“nected with this part of the history of the 
Burman Mission. One of these is, that 
' in addition to Dr Price's acquaintance with 
medical science, he carried with him to 
" Ava a galvanic battery, the discharge of 
which, it may be well supposed, astonish- 
ed.the emperor and all his court, and, for 
the time, at least, appeared to secure from 
‘them a degree of respect for. those who 
shewed that they possessed so much more 


= ledge than themselves. But we shall 






the Doctor’s own account of this, as 
ll as of the exercise of his medical skill, in 
‘his own words. The following are extracts 
an American publication, as they ap- 
in letters sent by Dr P. to friends 
in that country. 














_ of the American Missionary Society:— ~ 
_ My dear Brother,—It has pleased the 
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make his capital my place of residence. 
This is an event for which we have longed 
and prayed, as calculated to give stability 
to the mission in a land like this, where all 
are respected according to the notice be- 
stowed on them by the king. Whether 
our anxious anticipations will be realized, is 
known only to Him on whose business we 
came, and who, we trust, has sent us hi- 
ther for good. Our reception was gratify- 
ing. We were obliged to submit to no ce= 
remony. As soon as the king was inform=~ 
ed of our arrival, a royal order was issued 
for our immediate introduction. As we » 
entered, with the impatience of a despotic” 
prince, he called to know which was the 
Doctor. We were taken into an , 
court, and seated on a bamboo floor, about” 
ten feet from the chair of the monareh, 
‘They are from the western continent,” 
was the first remark; after which, one 
great man delivered his account to us. He 
then interrogated me as to my skill im 
curing eyes, cutting out wens, setting ‘ 
ken arms and legs, besides other things 
which my skill did not extend... Our 
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dicines were then called for, and all my 
stock inspected. The surgical cases were 
a ‘much admired. After looking at mine, the 
kingsentforhisown; onecase of which being 
unlike mine, he immediately gave it into my 
hands to use. This I considered as equi- 
valent to fixing me here for life. After my 
galvanic pile had amused the king and his 
courtiers for an hour, we were dismissed 
with an order to look outa place we liked, 
and he would build a house for us. An 
» order was also given to look up all the dis- 
people, and have my decision upon 





trary, he is always pleasant and good hu- 
moured, so far as I have yet seen him. 
He wears a red finely-striped silk cloth 
from his waist to his knees, and a blue 
and white handkerchief on his head. He 

«Reigate the good of his people, as 
ne ky as the glory of his kingdom at heart; 
iendis encouraging foreign merchants, and 
: ; ; 
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especially artisans, to settle in his capital. 
A watchmaker at this moment could ob- 
tain any favour he should please to ask. 
The same might be vouched for a chair- 
maker, or cabinet-maker, &c. as the king 
has wisdom enough to prefer foreign ma- 
nufacturers, when he sees their superiori- 
ty to his own. On the subject of religion, 
he appears, like all his people, devoted to 
his idols. But he has never yet persecuted 
for religion’s sake! © that he might yet 
he brought to know and love the supreme 
God! Seventeen millions of people, mad ral 
their idols, demand the active sympathy of. 
Christian people.” 

In another communication, the follows) 

ing passage occurs. “ About the middle 
i last, Dr P. performed the operation 
for a cataract on both the eyes of a Bur- 
man woman, who had been blind two or 
three years. Soon after the experiment she 
could, by the aid of spectacles, see to7read * 
distinetly. The fact excited so great a cus 
viosity, that the house in which the doctor, 
resided, was thronged by visitors with dise 
eased eyes. So great was the concourse, — 
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were obliged to bar the doors of 
‘their house, that they might study or eat 
without interruption. With the advice of 
Mr Judson, Dr Price has hired two or 
‘three native converts to assist him in the 
performance for good cataracts, and all 
easy surgical operations. By the assist- 
ance,of these men, whom he considers 
faithful, he occupies two or three hours in 
a day in attending to the cases presented. 
The governor's wife has sent for the Doc- 
tor twice; and he is strongly inclined to 
he hope that God will grant Mr Judson 
_ arid himself the favour of the rulers of this 
land.” 
‘The importance of employing science as 
handmaid to religion, and as the in- 
ument of promoting it among barba- 
‘Yous nations, is a sentiment which has been 
very ably stated, in a late interesting pub- 
lication, entitled, “* The advancement of 


uglas, Esq.” This opinion is quite in 
u with those interesting statements 
have lately had in this city from the 


in knowledge and religion, by James 
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garding the present state of India, and the 
prospects of the eruel and licentious super- 
stitions which prevail in that’ country 
being overthrown, in connexion with the 
diffusion of general knowledge among its 
inhabitants.* One example may be se- 
lected as an illustration of this general 
truth. It is well known, that one of the 
superstitions found in India@is, thut an 
eclipse of the meon is occasioned by a 
monster attempting to swallow that body. 
Accordingly, the inhabitants bring out 
drums, and make as great a noise as possi« 
ble, with the view of driving the monster” 
off; and when the obscuration occasioned 
by the eclipse passes away, they felicitate — 
themselves on the success of their efforts, 
in delivering from the jaws of the monster ~ 
so valuable a luminary, while he was just 
about to devour it. It is obvious, then, 


# It is to be hoped that Dr Marshman will publish the 
substance of these addresses, as they contain a large pore 
tion of information which is quite new to the inhabitants 
of this country in general, but which is fitted to givea 
ceper interest than ever was felt before, to every exertion 
that is made to diffuse education, and especially the know= 
ledge of Christianity through our Indian possessions. 
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~ that the knowledge of the cause of an 
_seelipse, if generally diffused, must cut-up 
such asuperstition by the very root. 

What oceurred on the occasion of Dr 
Price visiting Ava, is one of the best illus- 
trations of the proper application of seienti- 
fie knowledge in aid of missionary exertions, 
we have met with. When Mr Judson and 
Mr Colman formerly visited that city, they 
were told, that if they had any discovery 
in medicine which could be of use to the 
*. ,emperor, they might make it to his physi- 
* cian, and thathe should report accordingly, 

itimating, it would appear, that in this 
ease they might remain, but ifnot, his ma~ 
ity had no use for them, nor would he 
‘it them to continue. On the> other 
? ~ band, when Dr Price came, his scientific 

and medical knowledge, immediately se- 
» eured him an invitation to take up his re- 
‘fidence in the capital. 

‘The subsequent, and almost unexampled 
‘calamities in which Dr Price and Mr Jud- 
son were involved, do not at all affect the 
firgument here. These, as will be seen, 
‘arose from circumstances altogether extras 
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neous, and such, that no superiority of 
i knowledge on the part of the missionaries, 
however clearly admitted by the Burmese, _ 
could be supposed to have any effect in 
mitigating their sufferings. But had not 
these circumstances occurred, which sub- 

) jected them to so much suspicion, odium, 
and persecution, it is not easy to caleulate 
how much their manifest superiority in 
scientific knowledge, would have had the 
effect of securing a favourable hearing at - 
least, on the part of those they addressed, 
and disposed them to listen with attention > 
to the doctrines they propagated: 








The next communication is one which is 
very partially known in this country. It con= | 

¥ tains two letters written by Mrs Judson’on __ 
i her return to Rangoon ; the one giving an 
account of her arrival just at the time when ~ 

Mr Judson had given up all hope of ever 

seeing her again; and the other containing 

a description, in her own spirited and gra-! 

phie style, of her voyage with Mr Judson 

‘ up the Irrawaddy, and their arrival and 

settlement at Ava. These letters were sent 

to a niece of the late Joseph Butterworth, 
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‘Esq. M.-P. a young lady with whom MrsJud- 
son had formed an intimate friendship when 
in England, and while she experienced a 
high degree of Christian kindness and hos- 
pitality under the roof of that excellent man. 
Some copies of these letters were printed 
and cireulated among Mrs Judson’s friends. 
The editor of these pages is not aware that 
any farther publicity has yet been given to 
them. But he begs leave to take this op- 
portunity of expressing his obligation to 
Joseph H. Butterworth, Esq. son of the 
above-mentioned gentleman, for kindly 
| permitting him to insert these letters in 
this publication. 


rar 


_ |. # Misstox-Hovse, Rangoon; Dec. 11, 1823. 
© © My pear Frrewp,—Shall F attempt to 
describe the sensations produced by find- 
ing myself in this much-loved spot ?—Yes, 
Tam really in Rangoon, at my own study 

_ table, and surrounded by the same scene 

" Thave so frequently deseribed to you. 

2 “Tt appears tome now all a dream hat I 

have been in England, in America, and 

through all my wanderings, am at last re+ 
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turned, and find the same scene I left. Who 
has so much cause for gratitude and thank- 
fulness as myself? Who is under so great 
obligations to be entirely and exclusively 
devoted to God as Iam? Goodness and 
mercy have followed me all my days, but 
the kind, protecting care of God has been 
most conspicuously seen during my two 
year’s absence from Rangoon. 

* In my usual style I will give you, my 
dear friend, an account of myself since I 
last wrote, as you are so kind as to express 
so much pleasure in reading my little nar~ 
ratives. On the 22nd June last, with a 
joyful heart, I left my native shores for 
India, followed by the prayers of thou- 
sands, who werecollected on the wharf to 
witness our departure. In a fine new 
ship, a large airy cabin, with a kind oblig- 
ing captain, I found myself most pleasant 
ly situated, and under the direction of our — 
heavenly Father, the winds and waves: 
‘were propitious, for we reached the sand 
heads in the Bay of Bengal in a hun 
and five days from Boston. During 
voyage, I had the happiness of 
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a most decided change in the captain, who, 
for two months previously to our arrival 
at Caleutta, devoted his whole time to the 
subject of religion, and is resolved, on his 
return passage, to conduct worship him- 
self among his sailors on the Sabbath. 
On my arrival in Bengal, you will rea- 
dily imagine my first inquiries were to 
ascertain what intelligence had been re- 
eeived from Mr Judson, and what pros- 
pects of my speedy departure. The in- 
formation received from the former was 
animating and encouraging; but respect- 
jing the latter, sad indeed, aé it was ex- 
pected that no ship would sail for several 
months, as very serious difficulties existed 
between the Burman and British Govern- 
ments, For several days my mind was in 
a state of constant anxiety, but was instan- 
taneously relieved, by noticing a paragraph 
in the paper, advertising a ship for Ran- 
».goon. Limmediately engaged my passage ; 
_ and after a month’s residence in the kind 
_ and hospitable family of the Rev. Mr‘Tho- 
mason, I embarked for Rangoon, where 
I safely arrived in nineteen days. » - 
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TI dare not attempt to describe my feel- 
ings as the ship advanced towards the Bur- 
man coast. It was late in the’ evening 
when the vessel anchored; but the first 
Object which caught my eye, as the boat 
rowed toward the shore, was Mr Judson. 
From long expectation and disappointment, 
he had acquired such an habitual sadness 
and dejection of spirit, that it required all 
my exertion to disperse it, and make him 
Mr J. again. He had not heard a word” 
from me for thirteen months, (owing to 
the failure of my letters) and the very day 
I arrived, he had in despair yielded all” 
hope of my existence! I soon had the hap- 
piness of meeting Mah-Men-lay, Moung- 
Shay-bay, and others who are still an ho- 
nour to their profession. Mah Myat-lay, 
the second female who was baptized, died 
in the triumphs of hope a few months ago: 
She longed for the hour of her release, and 
assured those who stood around her, that 
She would soon be in the presence of Christ. 
Is not this one instance of the power of 
divine grace more than a compensation for 
all our days of darkness and distress, for- 
merly spent in preparation for our work ? 
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“ Mr Judson Tatiiis boots 11 geadlinean tp 
proceed to Ava, and to-morrow we go on 
board. He has obtained considerable fa- 
your from high officers in government, and 
thinks our prospects at Ava very encourag- 
ing. The king’s own brother, a very 
powerful prince, has his attention excited 
by the Christian religion, and has lately 
written a very kind, affectionate letter to 
Mr Judson, requesting his speedy return 
to Ava, and to bring with him all the sa- 
ered books.* A foreign female has never 
yet been introduced to the Burman court, 
consequently much curiosity is excited by 
the expectation of my arrival. May the 
God of heaven be our protector, and give 
us that wisdom which is profitable to di- 
rect. I feel, my dear friend, that I am 
about to begin anew my missionary 
work, and need more grace, more resolu- 
tion, and more spirituality of feeling than 
























* See pages 231-2, of Mrs Jason's print eter on 
the Burman Mission. 
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as safe as in our own loved America. He 
has evidently pointed out to us the path of 
duty, and shall we fear to follow where he 
leads ? It is easy for God to open the heart 
of the king and queen, and make them a 
nursing father and mother to the little 
charch in Burmah. We cannot hope and 
expect too much from God. He has com- 
manded us to open our mouths wide, and 
he will fill them. 
You shall hear from me on my arrival 
at the capital, for I am resolved to keep 
you acquainted with all our steps. I write 
¢ this in great haste, being surrounded by ~ 
oe women and children, who are waiting their 
final instructions. My schools will com- 
mence at Ava; my hopes respecting them 
b are very sanguine. I am much gratified ~_— 
§ by your remarks relative to “ The History 
of the Burman Mission.” The first edi- 
iH tion was all sold before I left America, 
though in so poor adress. Please to trans~_ 
mit to Mr Lawson (who is agent for 01 
Board) all the money that has been 
~ lected for the school, with this direction: 
: —* For Mrs Judson’s Schools in the Bur=_ 
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man empire.” I will give a particular 
and faithful account of the commencement 
and progress of my darling plan, for the 
information of those who are interested in 
the schools. Mr Judson would write, but 
every moment of his time is employed in 
preparing and arranging our baggage. He 
will write after our arrival at Ava. 
“The translation of the New Testament 
is finished. We will send you a copy of 
the whole when printed. 
“T know you will excuse this hasty, 
imperfect letter; but, could you know all 
the circumstances under which I write, 
you would-not be surprised at the inaccu- 
racies. I could not think of leaving Ran- 
goon without informing you of my safe 
arrival. Let us assist each other in our 
way to heaven. Your letters will animate 
and encourage me ; mine may interest you, 
from the circumstances of being written in 
a heathen land. We shall, I trust, soon, _ 
meet in heaven; may our hearts, our best 4 
affections, be there long before us. This 
life is a vapour, it will soon pass away, 
and nothing will remain, excepting the ser- 
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vices we now perform for Christ...Be 
pleased to present our warmest affections 
to our friends * * * * *; whom I shall 
never forget to love and respect. May 
you be blessed, my dear friend, and be 
made increasingly useful, is the sincere 
wish of your old and most affectionate 
friend, Ayn H, Jupson.” 
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“ON THE ARAH-WAM-TEE, DEC. 31, 1823. 

“ Come, my dear friend, transport 
yourself for a few moments from your -re- 
tired home, and refresh your imagination 
with a view of our floating conveyance ma-~ 
jestically passing the fertile banks of the 
Arah-wah-tee (Irrawaddy.) And had your 
eye the same power as imagination, could 
it rove with equal rapidity over this widely 
extended globe, it would doubtless be in- — 
duced to rest_ on worthier and more inter- 
esting objects, but could not find two hap- 
_pier than your friend Ann and her beloved 
Judson. It is one of those bright days 
_ euliar to an Indian clime;_ the cool refresh- 
ing breezes from the mountains with whieh 
we are now encircled, while they unite with — 
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the influence of the sun to produce a most 
delightful temperature of air, invigorate 
our frames and exhilarate our spirits; the 
verdure and variety of scenery exhibited 
on the banks of this noble river, every 
where interspersedy with native villages, 
and peasants’ tents, all conspire to increase 
-those pleasant sensations which our pecu- 
liar situation and circumstances are cal- 
culated to excite. Our boat is so curious- 
ly constructed, and so unlike every thing 
in your civilized part of the world, that I 
hardly know in what language to give a 
description so as to present it clearly to 
your view; it is arude uncouth thing, and 
could you behold it floating down the river 
Thames, you might imagine that some 
ingenious fisherman had attached a pair of 
wings to his little hut, and was conveying 
it on a boat to your great metropolis, to 
gratify the curious gaze of the idle multi- 
tude, It is fifty feet in length and seven 
in width. Our rooms or cabins, two in 
number, are built on the top, the-boat be- 
ing too shallow to admit any thing of the 
kind within, and constructed in the form 
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of a Burman house, with a sloping roof. 
The rooms extend half the length of the 
boat; the one we occupy is made of 
boards, with a thatched roof, the 
___ (gecupied by the servants) of bamboo and * 
F mats, The wings are formed by the ex- 
tension of the floor on each side, which 
makes a passage for the boatmen, without 
entering our rooms. This heavy unwieldy 
thing is urged forward almost entirely by 
manual force, and is either drawn with 
___ ropes by the boatmen walking on the banks; 
or pushed by long poles. But sostrong isthe 5 _ 
_ current at this season, and the wind always ~ 
against us, that our progress is slow indeed. — 
Yet in the midst of these inconvenisneeaiay " 
and privations, we are happy, because the — 
‘object we have in view will bear exami 
- tion. Were we thus penetrating into the 
a heart of this heathen empire for the ‘pur 
pose of accumulating property, or gaining 
honour or renown, from our fellow-érea- 
tures, it would not be an object sufficient 
to support our minds under present cir= 
cumstances, and in anticipation of future 
evils. But we are assured that we are 
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the service of Him who governs the world, 
who has said to his disciples, ‘Go into all 
the world,’ &c.; and this is our support, 
and the reward of all our exertions, ‘ Lo, 
Tam with you always, even to the end of 
the world.’ Not ahair of our head can 
be injured, but with the permission of Him 
whose precious name we would make 
known to these unenlightened heathen. 
Yes, my dear friend, the consideration of 
the object we have in view, and the bright- 
ening Prospects relative to ultimate success, 
“Gill us with joy, and make us happy, though 
in this rude solitary boat, far, far away 
from all christian society, and no individual 
associate besides ourselves. Our faithful 
Moung-Ing* is the only native Christian 
h the the others being at present seat- 
tered according to circumstances. Three 
‘ate already at Ava waiting our arrival, and 
h-men-lay and others will follow, as 

n/as their domestic concerns will allow. 


An interesting account of the singular circumstances 
ttending the conversion of Moung-Ing, was kindly con- 
Beret Malik: att, by: Mrs Judson, when she visited 

























Maihicat MISSION IN © 


Moung-Ing, with whom you are already 
well acquainted, is a firm, solid, and con- 
sistent Christian. He unites with us daily — 
in family worship, and frequently leads in 
prayer, in our occasional religious confer- 
ences, when he exhibits much spiritual 
fecling and strength of intellect. We in- 
tend him for the teacher of our girls’ school, 
the commencement of which is, I trust, just 
at hand.” ; 
- % 
« Jam. 20, 024. 
Again] takeupmy pen to converse a 
with you, though at this immense distance, 
* and knowing, as I do, that you can miake 
no response for months, and perhaps years, 
Yet it is a precious privilege to-coman 











stances, to those we love, though 
be not the immediate result. Now I 
suppose you sitting the other side of 
trunk on which my writing-desk is p 
and go on with my relation. We 
ly progressing towards the capi 
very populous empire, and have 
__ been preserved from the numerous 
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with which we are continually surrounded. 
No robbers have yet made their appearance, 
though we are frequently cautioned by the 
villagers to be on our guard. We have our 
fire-arms in readiness every evening, and 
when we have taken every precaution in our 
power, commit ourselves to the care of 
our heavenly Father, and ‘lie down and 
sleep as quietly, and feel as safe, as if we 
were in Bradford, [America] or in Lon- 


E 
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don. As the season is so cool and dry, we 4 








almost daily get a walk on the banks, and 
‘Sp through the villages ; and at such seasons 
the natives are extremely amused at our 
strange appearance, having never before 
seen a foreign female. As soon as we 
enter a village or town, one calls to another 
to come quick and look, when the women 
and children run out of their houses and 
follow us till we enter the boat. Some == 
_ will run several rods before us, in order to 
“have a fair view as we approach them. If ’ 
happen to stop under the shade of a 
yan, as is frequently the case, all ithe 
men and women in the village are eall- 
and brought to see what their 
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never before beheld. But on such oeca- — 
sions we never experience any thing li 
insult or disrespect; on the contrary, 
universal exclamation is, * Ha-l 
how handsome they are, how modest their 
dress, not even their hands are visible. We 
seldom let them know we understand their 
language, as our stay is not sufficiently 
Vs long to enter orreligious subjects. In one 
iain instance, however, the boat being a long 
: time in doubling a point of land which we 
} had walked over; and the multitude being 
assembled as usual, Mr J, introduced the 
subject of religion, when all were imme- 
z diately silent and attentive. Two or three 
white-headed heathen who were present, 
encouraged it byasking pertinent questions+ 
A decent looking man, who appeared to | 
the school-master of the village, com) 
into the circle just at this time, Mr J. 
handed him a tract, and requested him to 
read aloud. The subject of the tract 7 
an account of the existence, perfe 
and requirements of the eternal God, 
lost state by nature, and redemption througl 
Christ... When he had proceeded half + 
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through, he stopped, and exclaimed to the 
multitude, that these were great subjects, 
that such a writing was worthy to be co- 
pied, and requested Mr J. to remain while 
he copied it. He was informed that he 
might keep the tract, on condition that he 
constantly read it to his neighbours. Many 
joined in the petition that we would pass 
the remainder of the day and night in the 
village ; but our boat coming up, we were 
obliged to leave them, not however until 
we had sent up many secret petitions that 
the Holy Spirit might bless that single 
tract to the salvation of: ‘many of their dark, 
ignorant souls. A few days ago we had 
_ anespecial cause of gratitude to God for 
his preserving care, when in imminent 
danger. In passing through one of the 
trong rapids, with which this river abounds, _ 
_ the rudder struck the bottom, which turn= 
ed the boat immediately across the cur~ 
rent, and laid her on her side. It being a 
ld morning our door was shut, and the 
at being onher side, it was some moments 
we could get it open, which cireum- 
| for a short time occasioned us to feel 
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all the horrors of shipwreck. Every thing 
outside of the cabins, such as ricey cooking 
utensils, and the boatman’s mats were all 
afloat. The steersman, however, had pre~ 
sence of mind enough to eut the rudder 
from the boat, which enabled the hoatmento 
raise her from her side, and after drawing 
her to the shore, and repairing her radder, 
we proceeded on our way, feeling more 
than ever our dependence on God, and the 
importance of having our minds at all times 
stayed on him, Our fears have been ee 
siderably excited for a few days past, 
beholding the martial movements of) 
eountry. We understand that the 
ror is determined on war with the Ei 
and has ordered an army to proceed wi 
all possible dispatch ‘to Arrakan, © Ye 
day we passed the head quarters of) 
troops, and war boats are continual: rv 
ing us. We know not what effeet this 1 a 
will have upon our mission, or how much 
our own lives will be endangered from 
suspicion that we are English, But 
ways have this consolation; that 
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reigns, and that the greatest, as well-as the 
_ smallest, events are under his direction. 
(ae . 

i “ Ava, Fem. 16, 1824. 

6 iin now finish this long letter, as 
a gentleman is oa the point of going to 
Bengal, and has kindly offered to take 
letters. We arrived in safety at this city, 
twenty days ago, after a pleasant trip of six 
weeks; we had not a house to cover our 
heads on our arrival, nor could we procure 
one which was sufficient to shelter us from 
the burning rays of the sun. We were 
therefore obliged to remain in our boat until 
we could build: you will I am sure smile, - 
when I tell you that we built a house, and 
moved into it in just a fortnight from our 
arrival; it consists of three rooms and a 

dah, delightfully situated on the bank R 7 

of the river. The ground was given last 5 
year toMr J. by the king, and is con- * 
e our own. The house we now 

it is designed for the school-house 

my girls, as soon as we ¢an get 
0 built for our own use, / The 
ri has already commenced with three 
sdb G re tilard 
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_ vinging in my ears while they read their 
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little girls, whose shrill voices are now — 


lessons: they are fine children,» and im- 
prove’ as fast in reading and sewing as any 
children in the world. [doubt not theschool 
will rapidly increase, as soon as we have 
time to look around and make a selection. 
The emperor, on account of the present 
war with the English, is rather prejudised 
against foreigners, consequently Mr J.’s re~ 
ception at court was rather cool. I have not 
yet been at the palace, as the king and all 
the royal family went to Umera-poora, in 
day after our arrival, where they Tal 
until the completion of the new palace: 
this city, when they will take possession 
usual form, and Ava will in future be their 
residence. My old friend, the lady of 
viceroy of Rangoon, came to see me as soon 
as she heard of my arrival, and has promis 
ed to introduce me at court on the 
turn of the royal family. Her husb 
died during my absence, and with 
death all her power and distinetion 
She is a well-informed, sensible v 
and there is much more hope of he 
tending to the subject of religion ix 
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"private situation, than when she was in 
s Piatt: In a day or two after our ar- 
_ ival, Mr J. introduced me to Prince M. 
~ and his princess; they treated us with the 
greatest kindness. The princess took me 
‘into her inner apartments, made mea hand- 
some present, and invited me to visit her fre- 
quently, and ordered her cart to be pre- 
pared to convey me home. Prince M. is - 
intelligent, desirous of obtaining foreign 
information, and has for some time been 
examining the Christian religion! Ohl = 
+ that a merciful God would enlighten his x 
mind, and make him a real disciple of the 
blessed Redeemer. I hope to gain some 
influence over the princess, and induce 
her to read the New Testament, which is 
now in her own language. She is sur- 2 

ded at all times by twenty or thirty P 
es, and who knows but religious con- 
-versation may be blessed to them, though the 
incess herself should never be benefited. — 4 

‘e have here an uncommon field for useful- 

ess; and if we only may be allowed to re- . 
‘main, there is no doubt but much good ; 
would be done. My health has been much . 
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improved during my voyages, and I begin 
to hope that I may last yet some years: 
but we are, in a literal sense, alone. We 
have not half the means of obtaining intel- 
ligence from our friends as when in Ran- 
goon; and as for society, it is so far out of 
the question, that we hardly think of men- 
tioning it. Dr Price is our only mission~ 
ary associate; but he has marrried a na- 
tive wife, and lives the other side of the 
viver. Mr J. preaches every Sabbath in 
the Doctor’s house, where he has some~ 
thing of a congregation. We also have wor- _ 
ship in Burman every evening in our own 
house, so that a faint ray of light is begin= 
ning to appear in this dark city. 
Remember me most affectionately to 
—, whose likeness is now hanging be+ 
fore me, and is almost the only or! 
in our little house, Pray kindly write a 
line to Miss H. of Liverpool, and inform 
her that the box of articles she forwarded 
atrived just as I was leaving Calcutta, 
They were most acceptable, as we have 
daily occasions for distributing them. 
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also that I intend writing to her very soon. 
Do not forget to pray for your most affee- 
 tionate friend, 


RS ,, 


4 e 


§ 





- 


A. H. Jupson.” 


‘Tt has already been observed in this last 
letter, that there was every appearance of 
warlike preparations in the Burman em- 
pire on the river Irrawaddy, and at Ava, 
when Mr and Mrs Judson arrived there. 
It must be here noticed, that the mis- 2 
sion had by this time been strengthened Pt. 
by the arrival from America, of Mr and , 
Mrs Wade, and Mr and Mrs Hough. x 
Soon after this, the war against the Bur- 
mans was commenced on the part of the + 
British government in India, by taking 
Rangoon, and here we have the follow- 
ing account of the sufferings to which the 
missionaries in that quarter were on this , 
occasion exposed. 

It is contained in a letter, written by / 
Bost to her daughter then residing i 

itta. fay 

« Rawcoon, May, 14, 1824. , 


The English have taken Rangoonand 
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we, through much mercy, aré spared to 
tell you the joyful news. 1 thought three 
days ago, that by this time you would have 
‘been an orphan.—Monday 10th, news of 
the arrival of the English fleet at the 
mouth of the river, was brought to Ran- 
goon, but we could not believe it; not that 
we thought it impossible, but we have been 
often deceived with idle reports, and placed 
no dependence on any thing we heard. 
Nearly all the English gentlemen were din- 
ing in Lansago’s (a Spanish gentleman’s) 
garden, and before they had finished their 
dinner, they were conveyed to the king’s 
godown, and confined in chains. We 
thought that Mr Hough and Mr Wade 
would escape, being Americans, but whilé_ 
‘we were at tea,a king’s linguist, with about 
twelve men, escorted them to the godowns, 
and put them with the othér foreigners, — 
Our servants nearly all took the alarm, and 
Mrs Wade and myself spent a sle 
and wretched night in this lonel 
with only four servants in the h 
us. Moung Shwa-ba, a native Chri 
‘kept by us, and prayed with us, which 
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no small consolation. The other Christians 
went off.—Tuesday morning, we sent Mr 
Wade and Mr Hough some breakfast, and 
hoped for a line or two, but they were not 
permitted to write. I wrote to Mr Sarkis, 
begging him to use his influence with the 
government, to have Mr Hough and Mr 
Wade released, as they were Ameri- 
cans. He replied that he feared for him- 
self; that he had done all he could, but in 
vain. We thought we would go into 
town, and if we could not comfort our hus- 
bands, suffer with them; but the town was 
crowded, and Moung Shwa-ba thought we 
should either be seized, or not permitted to 
enter the godown. About one o’clock p.m, 
» the fleet came up to town, and receivedia 

‘shot from the Burmans. They returned 

two for one, and in a few moments every 

soul of the Burmans took what they could, 

and fled. The English prisoners had each 
~ an executioner over them, who was orders, 
_ ed to,strike off their heads when the first 
gun was fired; but they were so’ 


# 


corner of the room, expecting the whole 
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frightened that they crouched down in one ~ 





































roof to fall upon them, and the third fire | 
made them force the door and run at 
they, however, fastened it upon the 
side. Not long after, the prisoners were 
taken out to be executed. Your papa pro- 
posed going to the fleet for terms of peace, 
which the Burmans were about assenting to, 
when the firing commenced again, and the 
Yaywoon, with his officers, ran away, drag- 
ging the poor chained prisoners after them. 
Your papa and Mr Wade were chained to- 
gether, stripped of all their clothes, except 
shirt and pantaloons, (Mr Wade’s shirt 
was taken from him,) not even their hats — 
were left; their arms were tight corded bé- 
hind, and an executioner kept hold of th 
rope. In this dreadful situation Mrs Ws 
and myself saw them from the window of 
a little hut to which we had fled, ex i 
every moment to be bound and tre; 
the same way. George ran out after 
papa, who sent him back. The pri 
were taken about half way to the 
goda, when they released Mr Hough, 
him to the English fleet, though not 
.out his first promising to procure te 
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peace. He went to the Commodore, on 
board H. M. ship Liffey, whose terms were 
that all the white prisoners should be im- 
mediately released, and if one drop of their 
blood were spilt, the whole country should 
be desolated by fire and sword. He went 
back with this message, but not being able 
to find either the Yaywoon or the English 
prisoners, he returned, and in the even- 
ing I saw him for the first time after he 
left the house on Monday evening. Mr 
Wade and the other prisoners were releas- 
ed by the English the next day about noon, 
Mrs Wade and myself suffered every thing 
but imprisonment and death; and the 
scene in the verandah of the Portuguese 
church, to which we first fled, was beyond 
all description. Mrs Turner, Mrs Snow- 
| ball, and hundreds of the Portuguese, 
crowded together. Mrs Wade and myself 
put on Burman clothes, and mingled with 
the rest. When the English landed, we 


‘They treated us with pity and 
tion, ook us into town swith them, 
where we met vous pops, AEG 
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went out and put ourselves under their — 
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\ and on Wednesday returned to the mission= 
“ house, where we had found every thing 

nearly as we had left it. A few things were 
stolen from the cook-honse, our horses were 
gone, and our cows we expect to lose, as 
they have not yet returned. to the house, 
which we expected to have found plunder- 
ed of every thing, and feel thankful to our ~ 
merciful Father, that he spared us those 
comforts of which so many are deprived.” 


‘ 


While the missionaries residing at Ran- 
goon were subjected to such sufferings as 
those now described, we find that Dr Price, 
with Mr and Mrs Judson, thenat Ava, were, 
in consequence of the breaking out of hosti- 
Tities, exposed to distresses fully as severe, 
and far more protracted. The account of — 
these is contained in a letter from 
Judson, after the arrival of the British 
camp, addressed to the late Mt Butters 
worth, as has been already noticed, her 
host, during her residence in E 
But while this estimable chare 
been removed, by death, before 
arrived, his son and represen 










roe 
/ THE BURMAN EMPIRE. > 65 
sent a copy of it to the editor of this 
tract. While we gladly insert it here, we 
think we ean with confidence predict, that 
no reader who has not seen it before, what- 
ever his sentiments regarding missions or 
missionaries may be, will be able to peruse 
it without the deepest interest. It ismore 
like a highly wrought picture of. fictitious 
distress, where the imagination is taxed 
for the sake of effect, to add one scene of 
affliction to another, than the sober repre~ 
sentation of what took place in real life. 

. «« Innawappy Gux-Boar, 

12th March 1826. 

“MY DEAR SIR, 

‘Twill not attempt to deseribe the joy- 
fulssensations produced, by finding myself 
once"more in a situation to write to you, 
after an interval of two years,—yes, two 
years—of suffering and privation, the very, 
recollection of which often chills our feel- — 


ings and sickens our hearts. Thon : 


unbelief has often prompted us to say, 
our afflictions were greater than we could. 
bear or deserved, yet our better feelings 


Ge _ in the sovereign govern- 
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' the reception of strangers; and even 1 








ment of God, assured that he would do all 
things well, and, if it were his pleasure, 
could easily lessen our sufferings. Nor 
have we been disappointed in our hopes; 
for, in his own time and way, we have 
been extricated from all our difficulties, 
and are now safe and happy under British 
protection. 

Knowing your interest in the Burman 
Mission, and assured of personal sympathy 
and regard, I will endeavour to give you, 
in my usual way, a general relation of 
events for’ the last two years. 

“In my last to you, I mentioned that 
every thing had a warlike appearance. 
The Burman government, however, had 
no idea that the English were in earnest 
in their communications: consequently 
they heard the report that Rangoon was’ 
taken, with surprise and.amazement. No 
preparation had been made at that port for 




















-yiceroy was absent. An army was imme= 
“diately raised, and ordered to march under’ 
the command of the Khgee-Wongyee, 
was to be joined on his way down 
if 


















ey ee 
: oe f . 
Tae punwas ewe” 
Schagah-Woongyee, he having been re+ 
cently appointed viceroy of Rangoon, The 
only fear and anxiety which the king and 
government then manifested or expressed, 
was lest the English at Prome should hear 
of their approach ; and  precipitately leaving 
the country, deprive the Burmese grandees 
of the pleasure of employing in their ser- 
vice, as slaves, a few.of the white stran- 
gers. ‘ Send to me,’ said one of the ladies 
of a woongyee (minister of state), ‘four 
kalarpyoos (white strangers) to manage 
the affairs of my household, as I hear they , 
are trust-worthy.—‘ And to me,’ said a 
gay young sprig of the palace, ‘six stout 
men to row my boat.’ The army, in their 
gayest attire, danced and sung down the st 
river ; but few, if any, ever danced back 




























again, and the Khgee-Woongyee found & 
other commissions to execute than be 
just given him. 

i As mins the fk. folded 2 
spatched, the government had leisure to ; ee 
look round, and inquire into the eause ‘of 
_ Rangoon being taken, and the probable j 
_ intentions’ of the arrival of those strangers. 
Tt was at once concluded, that spies were, 4 

H 


ae Gibale e 









; 
x 





.which circumstance, to the uninformed 
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in’ the country; who had communicated 
the state of things, and invited the foreign- 
ers over: and who so likely to be spies as 
Rogers, Ganger, and Laird, who, under 
the garb of merchants had plotted so much 
evil? They were all three accordingly ar- 
rested, and put in confinement. We now, 
more than ever, began to tremble for our- 
selves, and hourly to expect some dread- 
ful scene. In examining the accounts of 
Mr Gauger it was found that Mr Judson 
and Dr Price had taken money of him; 


mind of a Burmese, was sufficient evidence 
that they also were spies, and in the em 
ploy of the English government, as they 
received their supplies froman Englishman, . 
The king had, before, been advised to put 
the missionaries in confinement; but his 
reply had been, ‘They are true men; let 
them remain.’ He was mow, however, in- 
formed of the above-mentioned cireum- 
stance; and, in an angry toné, issued an 
order for the immediate arrest of Dry Bes 4 
and Mr Judson. \? 
“And now commenced a series tay 

pressive acts, which we should before, have 
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thought human nature incapable of com- 
mitting. 

“On the 8th of June, a city waithes at 
the head of a dozen savages, with one 
whose marked face denoted him an execu- 
tioner, rushed into the house, and demand- 
ed Mr Judson. *‘ You are called by the 

king,’ said the writer, (a mode of expres- 
sion when about to execute the king’s 
order,) and instantly the small cord was 
produced by the spotted face, who roughly 
seized Mr Judson, threw him on the floor, 
‘and tied his hands behind him. The 
‘scene was now dreadful. The little chil- 
dren were screaming with fear—and the 
Burmans in our employ running here and 
there, endeavouring to escape the hands 
of those unfeeling wretches—and the 
Bengal servants mute with amazement 
and horror at the situation in which 
_ they saw their master. I offered money 
to the executioner, and entreated him 
to untie Mr Judson; but in vain were 


* away, I knew not whither; and I was 
__ left guatled by ten men, who had received 
& strict orders to confine me close, and let no 
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_. my tears and entreaties: they led him — q 
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one go in or out, I retired to my room; 
and attempted to pour out my soul to Him 
who, for our sakes, was bound and led 
away to execution; and even in that 
dreadful moment I experienced a degree 
of consolation hardly to be expected. 

‘But this employment was of short du- 
ration. The magistrate of that partof Ava 
in which we lived, was in the verandah, 
continually calling me to come out, and 
submit to his examinations. Supposing 
that all our letters and writings would be 
examined, and feeling conscious of having 
noted down every occurrence since my ar~ 
rival in Ava, I instantly destroyed every 
thing of the kind, having no time to make 
a selection; and then went out to receive 
the officer. This writer was ordered to 
write down my name, age, and country, 
with the names of my four little Burman 
girls, and those of the two Bengalee ser-~ 
vants ; and then ‘Pronounced us all slaves — 
of the king, again ordered the guard to _ 
watch me closely, and departed. It was 
now nearly evening: with what anxiety. bg 
waited the return of our faithful Moung 
Ing, who had followed Mr Judson at a vA 
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short distance, to see what became of him. 
Thad then no doubt but I could procure 
the release of Mr Judson, if he had not 
been executed, by getting a petition pre- 
sented to the queen ; but I was also a pris- 
oner, and could not move out of the house. 
After dark, Moung Ing returned, with the 
intelligence, that he saw Mr Judson con- 
ducted to the court-house, and thence to 






y 


closed, and hesaw no more. What anight 
was now before me! The uncertainty of 
Mr Judson’s fate, my own unprotected 
‘situation, and the savage conduct of the 
ten Burmans, all conspired to make it the 
most dreadful night that I ever passed. I 

_ barred the doors, and retired with the four 
Burman children into the inner room. 
a The guards were constantly ordering me 
to unbar the gates and gome out, as they 
 eould not be assured of my safety, if I re- 
mained within. They next threatened to 
"go in, and inform the magistrate that I had 
secreted myself; and that they must not 
be blamed if I made my escape. Finding 
themselves unsuccessful in their demands, 
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the death-prison, the gates of which were 
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they took the two servants and made their 
feet fast in the stocks. As I apparently 
took no notice of this, they ordered the 
stocks to be raised, which makes the situ- 
ation of the person confined extremely 
painful: this I could not bear to see, and 
promised them all a present in the morn- 
ing, if they would release the servants, 
The next morning I sent Moung Ing with 

a piece of silver, in order to gain admis- 
sion to the prison, to ascertain the real 
situation of Mr Judson. .Dr Price and 
the three Englishmen were all confined in 
the inner prison, each with three pair of 
iron fetters, and fastened to a long pole. 

“My only concern now was, how to ~ 

get the governor of the city, who has the 
entire direction of prison affairs, in order 

to obtain, at least, a mitigation of the suf- — 
ferings of the missionaries. I sent a re- 
quest to the governor to allow nie to visit — 
him with a present. The next day Ireceiv= — 
ed an order, which was most readily obeyed, 
to visit him. My present gained me a fa- 
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ner of Mr J.’s arrest, and his present hor- 
rid situation, he manifested considerable 
feeling, severely reprimanded the writer, 
who allowed such treatment, and then as- 
sured me that he would make the situation 
of the teachers more comfortable. He told 
me, however, that I must consult with his 
head writer, respecting the means, and im- 
mediately called and introduced him to 
me. I shuddered to look at the creature, 
for a more forbidding countenance was 
never before seen. All the evil passions 
of human nature seemed to have united in 
forming his face, and each seemed to be 
striving to gain the ascendancy. I found 
to my sorrow, that, under the governor, 
he had much to do with the prison, and 
had power to make us suffer much. He 
_ took me aside, told me, if I wished to make 
the situation of the missionaries more to- 
‘Terable, I must bring him two hundred 
_ tickals, and two pieces of fine cloth, on the 
_ reception of which, he would release Dr 
and Mr Judson from oe tee and 
t them in another building, where 

be allowed to send them 
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mats to sleep on, and their daily food. At 
the same time, I obtained an order from 
the governor for an interview with Mr J., 
and, for the first time in my life, looked 
into the interior of a Burman prison. The 
wretched and ghastly appearance of the 
missionaries produced feelings indescriba= 
ble, and forbade a moment's hesitation in 
producing the sum demanded for tempo- 
rary relief. Mr J. was allowed to hobble 
to the door of the prison, and after five 
minutes conversation, I was ordered to de- 
part, by a voice and manner to which I~ 
had been unaccustomed, and which con-— 

vinced me, that those underlings felt 7 
we were entirely in their power. 

house was two miles from the prison; 
knowing that nothing could be done wit 
out money, I had provided myself with a 
considerable sum in the morning, wl 
enabled me to pay the two hundred tick 

without delay, and the same evening had 
the consolation of hearing that Mr J. 
Dr P. were in a better prison than I 
found them. My next object was tog 
petition presented to the queen, the 
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ther of whom is by far the most powerful Bie 
man in the empire. Our situation as pri« 
soners, rendered a personal interview with 
the queen impossible: I was obliged, there- 
fore, to address her through the medium 
of her brother’s wife, who, as are all the 
relations of the queen, is of low origin, and 
consequently proud, haughty, and ambiti- 
ous. I had visited her in better days, 4 
received distinguished marks of her favour. 
But now the scene was changed, Mr J. was 
in irons, and I in distress, which were rea- 
sons sufficient for a frigid reception. I 
took with me a valuable present, consisting 
of a gold-wrought mantle, and other little 
trappings. Her ladyship was lolling in 
state, and hardly deigned to raise her eyes, 
on my entrance into her splendid hall, I 
took my seat, not at a respectfnl distance, 
not at her bidding, but as near as I could 
well approach, that she might not lose a é 
-ayllable of what Thad to communicates Yo 
ited not for the question usually asked, ‘ 
what do you want ? grief made me bold. 

t once began a relation of our wrongs, 
ted to her that Dr Price and Mr Jud~ 
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son were Americans, that they were mix 
nisters of religion, that they had nothing 
to do with war or politics, and that she 
well knew that even their residence in Ava 
was in consequence of the king’s command, 
In vain I strove to work on her hardened 
feelings, by requesting her to imagine her= 
self in my situation, a stranger in a foreign 
land, and deprived of the protection of an 
only friend, who, without any alleged 
crime, was thrown into prison and fetters. 
She unfolded the present, and coolly said, 
‘your case is not singular, the other white 
prisoners suffer equally with your husband: 
I will, however, present your petition to 
her majesty the queen: come again to- 
morrow.’ I went from her with a little — 
hope; and faint as it was, I endeavoured to 
communicate the same to Mr J.; but my 
admittance was strictly forbidden by the — 
writer to whom I had given the two hun~ 
dred tickals, and to whom we in fatane 
gave the name of shark. The next m 
ing I saw three of the king’s 
pass, sid was informed they had » to 
take possession of Mr Gauger’s Propet “t 
- 
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‘and that on the morrow our house would 
be searched. I spent the day, therefore, 
in making preparations to receive them, 
arranging and secreting as many articles 
as possible, knowing that we should be ina 
state of starvation unless some of our pro- 
perty could be preserved. I again endea- 
voured to gain admittance to Mr Judson; 
but was refused. The three officers who 
had taken possession, the day before, of 
Mr Gauger’s property, now came to take 
an account of ours. Among the three was 
one named Koung-tong-myoo-tsa, who 
seemed to take an interest in my forlorn si- 
 tuation, and who prevented the others from 
-taking many articles, which were after- 
"wards, during our long trial, of the great- 
est use. They first demanded my silver, 
_ gold, and jewels. I replied, ‘ that gold I 
g % had none, jewels Lhad never worn. since 
amy residence in their country, but here 
was the key of a trunk which contained 
_ the silver, open and look for themselves.’ 
They seemed pleased with my sofring 
“them the key, requested I would, 
sper and that only one person. 
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allowed to enter my inner-room to take an 
account of the property. And here justice 
obliges me to say, that the conduct of thesé 
Burman officers in this transaction, was 
more humane and civilized than any other 
we witnessed while in Ava. The silver 
was weighed and laid aside. ‘ Have 
you no more ? said one of them. ‘Search 
for yourselves,’ replied I, ‘ the house is.at 
your disposal.’—* Have you not deposited ' 
money and jewels in the hands of others?” 
—‘ Ihave no friends in this country: with 
whom should I deposit treasure??—* Where 
is your watch?’ I produced an old one of 
Mr J.’s, which had been out of use for a 
long time, but which answered their pur- 
pose just as well, and was the means of 
preserving a good one I had then about me, 
‘Where are your goods, your pieces of 
muslin, handkerchiefs,’ &e.—* Mr Judson — 
is‘no merchant, he neither buys nor 
but subsists on the free offerings ‘of 
disciples of Christ, who collected the 
ney you have just taken, to build a chi 
for the preaching of the Gospel. Is it 
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(priest). «It is contrary to our wishes,? 
said Koung-tong ; ‘but we act in obedience 
tothe king’s command.’ Even our tranks 
of wearing apparel they examined: I beg- 
ged that they would not take them, as they 
would be of no use to the king, but to us 
they were invaluable: they said that a list 
only should be taken, and presented to his 
majesty ; when, if he gave no further order, 
they should remain. They did the same 
with regard to the hooks, medicines, and 
most of the furniture; and, on presenting 
the list to the king, he gave an order that 
these things should not be taken at present. 
‘These gentlemen, however, took every thing 
new or curious, and whatever to them 
- seemed valuable. When they had finished, 
I gave them tea; and begged the royal 
_ treasurer to intercede for the release of Mr 
‘udson. . 
“ After their departure, I had an op 
tunity of going again to the queen's sis 
-in-law ; who informed me that she had 
ented my petition to the queen, and that 
ply was, ‘he is not to be executed: 
‘remain where he is T felt rea- 
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dy to sink down in despair, as there was then 
no hope of Mr Judson’s release from 
other quarter; but a recollection of 
judge in the parable, who, though he fear- 
ed not God nor regarded man, was moved 
by the importunities of a widow, induced 
me to resolve to continue my visits until 
the object was obtained. But here also 
I was disappointed: for, after entreating 
her many times to use her influence in ob- 
taining the release of the missionaries, she 
became so irritated at my perseverance, 
that she refused to answer my questions, 
and told me by her looks and motions, that 
it would be dangerous to make any further 
effort. 

* I find, my dear sir, in being thus 
ticular, my letter will be stretched 
immoderate length, and must therefore b 
more general. Suffice it to say, that 
the next seven months, hardly a day p 
in which I did not visit some one memb 
of government, in order to interest. thei 
feelings on our behalf. The king’s m 
sisters, and brother, each in thei 
exerted their influence in our fa 
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80 great was their fear of the queen, that 
neither of them yentured to make a direct 
application to his majesty. And although 
my various efforts were useless as to their 
grand object, yet the hopes they excited 
kept our minds from sinking, and enabled 
us to endure our long imprisonment better 
than we otherwise could have done. The 
last person to whom I applied, was the cele~ 
brated Bundoolah, just previous to his de~ 
parture for Rangoon. He had gained some 
advantage over the native soldiers at Arra- 
can, two hundred of whom he had sent as 
prisoners to Ava; this, together with the 
circumstance of his having obtained two or 
three thousand English muskets, gained 
him a most favourable reception at court, 
‘i and! |every honour in the power of the king 
to bestow, was heaped upon him. He dai- a 
» ly presided at the Thoot-dau, had the entire 3 
¥ pede of affairs, and, in fact, was 
_ the real hing of the country. With fear r 
ant trembling I presented to him a written 
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to our coming to Ava, and then said he 
would reflect on the subject; ‘Come again 
to-morrow.’ My hopes were now more 
sanguine than ever, but the morrow dash- 
ed them all, when the proud, Bundoo- 
lah uttered, ‘I shall soon return from 
Rangoon, when I will release the teachers’ 
with all the other prisoners, The war 
‘was now prosecuted with all the energy of 
which the Burmans are capable; their ex- 
pectations of complete victory were high, 
for their general was invincible, and the” 
glory of their king would aceompany their 
armies. The government talked loudly of 
taking Bengal, when they had driven the 
presumptuous creatures from their own ter= 
ritories, and of destroying from the earth 
every white-faced stranger. So great was 
their hatred to the very appearance of a fo 
reigner, that I frequently trembled when 
walking the streets; and that I might 
immediately be recognized as a st 
and sometimes gain admittance into Mr. 
prison, I adopted the Burman dress 
gether. Extortion and oppression 
become so familiar to us, that we 
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pected their appearance in some new garb 
or other. Sometimes, for ten days togeth- 
er I was not allowed to see Mr Judson, and 
even then could gain admittance only after 
dark, when I was obliged to return to our 
house, two miles, without an attendant. 
But the means we invented for communi- 
cation were such as necessity alone could 
have suggested. At first I wrote to him 
on a flat cake, baked for the purpose, and 
buried it in a bowl of rice; and in return, 

communicated his situation on a piece 
of tile, on which, when wet with water, 
the writing became invisible, but, when _ 
dried, perfectly legible. But after 
months’ experience in the art of deception, 
we found the most convenient, as well as 
safest mode of writing, was to Toll up a 
sheet of paper, and put it in the long nose 
of a coffee-pot, in which I sent his tea. 
These circumstances may appear trivial, 
but they also serve to show to what straits 
d shifts we were driven. It would have 
acrime of the highest nature, to be 
ing communications to a prison- 
ever nearly related. 
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Bundoo-lah departed from Ava in all 
pomp and splendour imaginable, command- 
ing an army of between forty and. fifty 
thousand men, and was to join the prince 
Thar-yar-wa-dee, who had marched some 
months before at the head of an equal 
number. The two or three first reports of 
the invincible general, were of the most flat- 
tering nature, and were joyfully received 
by the firing of cannon. Now Rangoon 


was ‘surrounded by the Burman in| - 


then ‘ the fort on the pagoda was taker 
and guns and ammunition sufficient for the 
Burman army, should the war continue 


ip fever so long?’ and next, ‘his majesty might — 


expect "to hear, that not a white face re 
main Rangoon.’ But no such 
ever the cannons ceased ‘to fi 
the arrival of a boat, and soon it was whis- 
pered about, that the Burmans were de- 


feated, thousands of them killed, among p 


whom were many officers; and that Bu 
doolah and the few that remained had fk 
te Danooboo! O! with what 
we listen for the report that ‘ 
are advancing ;? for in the 
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foreign troops consisted our only hope of 
deliverance from the hands of these savages, 
The war now lagged on heavily on the part 
of the Burmans; and though the king and 
government continued to supply Bundoolah 
with what he required, yet their confidence 
in him was shaken, and their hopes far 
from sanguines 

“The news, at length, came, that the 
English army were: advancing, and that 
they were within twenty miles of Danoo~ 
boo. The town was all confusion, and 
the queen began to send away, to a more 
secure~place, her immense treasure. It 
was now the first of March, the commence- 
ment of the hot season; which in Ava is 
peculiarly severe. The white prisoners 
were all put inside of the common prison, 
in five pair of irons each; and where they 
# were 80 crowded with Burman thieves aud 
robbers, that they had not sufficient room 
to lie down. There were at the time near- 
—idya hundred prisoners, all in’ one room, 
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allow the missionaries to be removed to 
their former place, or at least to let them 
remain outside of the door during the day. 
I offered him money, and promised to re~ 
ward him handsomely, when in my power, 
but all in vain. The old man shed tears 
at my distress ;, but said that it was not im 
his power to comply with my request, for 
his-orders were from a high quarter : he 
had even been commanded to execute all the 
white prisoners in private: and to keep 
in close confinement was as little as he 
he could do. He ordered, howeyer, that 
they should be allowed to go outside of the 
door to eat their rice; and when inside be 
placed as near the door as possible, I was: 


afterward informed from authority, that 





the queen’s brother, Men-tho-gyee, had or= 
dered the governor to destroy the white 


prisoners ; but that the governor, fearing Be’ 


they might be required by the king, dared 


not obey the command, Ng 


“The situation of the white priso1 
was now wretched in the extreme. 
heat during the day was dreadful: ind 
the confined air deprived them of im 
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tion’ for ang’ their whole appear- 

ance was mdag "Hit of the dead than of 

the living. TI daily visited the governor, 
_ and continued to entreat him to pity the 
foreigners: sometimes he appeared to feel 
forus, and seemed half inclined to listen 
to my request; but the fear of eenhenres 
doubtless prevented. 

/ It was now reported that the foreigh! 
teoops had reached Danooboo; and it was 
whispered about that Bundoolah was dead, 
No one at first ventured to say this open- 

“lys but the report was now conveyed offi= 
cially to his majesty, who was mute with) 
disappointment, while the queen smote her! 
breast and exclaimed, ‘ Ama, Ama!’ What, 

be done now? Where could another 
be found, and from what quarter 
could troops be raised? The prinee and: 

“ woongyees at, the Barmese camp had inti- 
mated the necessity of making peace; but _ 

- this was too humiliating to be thought 

for & moment. ‘What !’ said one of the 
at court, ‘shall we allow it Me 
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° 
with strangers, and gaye pat part of 
territory? No we will'dié fas 
“The pagan woongyee, who had been 
in disgrace for some time, now thought it 
a good opportunity to retrieve his charae- 
ter and regain his influence. He petitioned 
his majesty to allow him to go at the 
of avew army; and positively assured the 
king that he would conquer the English, 
and drive them from Burmah. He was 
immediately raised to the highest ~~ 
and all power committed to him. His 
first object was to manifest his inveterate 
hatred to every foreigner; and those who 
had for eleven months escaped confinement 
now fell into his merciless hands, and were 
thrown into prison. Among the m 
was Mr Lonoga, a Spanish gentleman, 
had for twenty years been high in the king’s 
favour, and had done all in his power to al= 
leviate the sufferings of the foreign prison= 
ers; but he was now among them. 
“Mr Judson had now beenin close 
confinement, and in five pair of fetter 
a month, and with anguish indescribab 
saw him sinking under the weigh 
£ 
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sufferings, He was taken with a high fever. 
My distress and entreaties now prevailed 
with the governor of the city to give a 
written order, to remoye Mr J. from the 
common prison into a little bamboo room, 
six feet long and four wide. I also ob- 
tained an order for liberty to give him me- 
dicine and visit him whenever I wished. I 
had removed into the governor’s compound, 
and was living in a bamboo house, where 
the thermometer daily rose to 106; but 
thought myself happily situated to be near 
the prison, and allowed to visit Mr J., who 
began now to hope he should recover from 
the fever, as his situation was so much 


« better than before. © 


_ But new and dreadful trials were yet 
before us. I had gone in one morning to 
give Mr J. his breakfast, and intended 
spending a few hours as usual, when the 
governor in great haste sent for me. I 
was agreeably disappointed, on appearing 
before him, to find he had nothing in par> 
ticular to communicate, and that he was 
mmonly kind and obliging. He had 
ed me a long time, when a servant 
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came ini hastily and whispered, that tna 
reign prisoners had all been taken_out, an 
he knew not where they were ‘carried. 
Without speaking to the governor, Iran. _ 
down’ the stairs into the street, hoping: 
catch a sight of them, but they were 
yond the reach of my eye, I inquir 
of all I met which way the white pi 
soners were gone, but no oné knew. «1 
returned again to the governor, who’ 
declared he was perfectly- ignorant 
their fate; and that he did not’ know of — 
their being taken out of prison till afew 
moments before. ‘This was all false; ashe 
had evidently been detaining me,to, prevent 
my witnessing the scene that he Fea, , 
He also said, with a meaning counte 

* You can do no-more for your lv 
take care of yourself’ This was a da 
never to be forgotten. I retired to my it~ 
tle bamboo-house, and endeavoured to ob- 
tain comfort from the only true sourees 
but my mind was in such a. distrae 
state,’that I could not steadily reflect on 
any thing. This one thought oceu n 
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Thad seen Mr Judson for the last time, 
and that he was now probably in a state of 
extreme agony. In the evening I heard 
that the prisoners were sent to Ummera- 
poorah; bat what was to be their, fate was 
not yet known. The next day I obtained 
a pass from government to follow Mr Jud- 
son, with my little Maria, who was then 
only three months old; and, with one Ben- 
galee servant, set out on my journey... We 
reached the government-house at Umme- 
rapoorah; and were informed that the pri+ 
soners had been sent off two hours before 
to Oung-pen-lay, (a place similar to Botany 
Bay,) whither I immediately followed. I 
found Mr Judson in a most wretched 
state. He had been dragged out of his 
little room the day before: his shoes, hat, 
and clothes, excepting his shirt and panta- 
loons, had been taken from him, and in his 
feeble state of health, and in the hottest 
part of the day, had been literally driven 
ten miles witha rope tied round his waist. 
His feet were torn in such a manner, that, 


for six weeks, he was unable to stand. He 


‘waameurly exhausted wi pain and fatigue, 
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when a servant of Mr Gauger’s, who had 
followed his master, took from his head 
his turban, gave part of it to Mr Judson, 
who hastily wrapped it about his feet, 
which enabled him to proceed without sink- 
ing. He and Dr Price were now chained 
together ; and, with the other. prisoners, 
put inside of a small wood-prison almost 
gone to decay. We afterward were in- 
formed that the Pagan Woongyee had sent 
the foreigners to this place, with a design 
to sacrifice them, in order to secure success 
in his contemplated expedition: but»the 
king, suspecting him of treasonable inten- 
tions, caused him to be executed before he 
had time to accomplish his designs. t 
“T here obtained a little room’ from one 
of the jailors, where I passed six months 
of constant and severe suffering. Mr Jud- 
son was much more comfortably situated — 
than when in the city-prison, as he had 
only one pair of fetters; and, when reco- 
vered from his fever and wounds,’ was 
allowed to walk in the prison: inel . 
‘But I was deprived of every single co 
nience; and my health, which had 
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me to bear severe trials hitherto, now be- 
gan to fail. Iwas taken with one of the 
country disorders; and, for two months, 
was unable to go to Mr Judson’s prison. 
Our little Maria, who had just recovered 
from the small-pox, was near starving to 
death, as I could neither obtain a nurse nor 
a drop of milk in the village. But our 
merciful Father preserved us“all, through 
these dreadful scenes; and, at the expira- 
tion of six months, an order arrived for the 
release of Mr Judson, and I was allowed. 
to return to our house in town. watt 
“The king was much in want of an in- 
terpreter; and, from selfish motives, bad’ 
given orders for the release of Mr Judson, 
_ who was immediately conducted to the 
Burmese camp, then at Wialown, where 
he’remained six weeks, translating for his’ 
majesty: he was then sent back to Ava; 
and, as a reward for his services, ordered — 
back to the Oung-pen, to prison ; but be~ 






_ fore the order could be executed, I sent*” 
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Moung Ing to Koung-tong, who was now 
high in office, and had for a Jong time 
manifested a disposition to help us; and 
begged that he would intercede for Mr 
Judson, and prevent his being sent again 
to prison. Koung-tong complied with my 
request, offered to become security for Mr — 
Judson, and ook him to his house, where 
he was kept a prisoner at large nearly two 
months longer. 

“ The British troops were now so tapid= 
ly advancing, that the king and govern= 
ment felt the necessity of taking some mea=» 
sures to prevent their arrival at the capital. 
They had, several times, refused to hstem 
tothe terms which Sir Archibald Camp- — 
bell had offered; but they now saw that 
there was no other hope for the preserva- 
tion of the ‘golden city,’ Mr Judson was, 
daily called to the palace, his opinion 
requested in all their pr lings; and the 
government finally intreated him to go as” 
their ambassador, to the English é 
This he entirely declined; but advi 
their sending Dr Price, who had no. 


tion to me Dr Price being 
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ful in his mission, on his. return Mr Jj 
son was taken by force, and sent with him 
again. Sir Archibald had before 

manded us, together with the other foreign’ 
prisoners; but the king had refused, sayi « 
* They are my people: let them remain’ 
We then did not venture to express a wish 
to leave the country; fearing that we 
should be immediately sent to prison. Mr 
Judson communicated our real situation to 
the general ; who, with all the feelings of ; 
a British officer, now demanded us in a 
way that his majesty dared not refuse ; and, 
on the 21st of February, after an impris- 
onment of nearly two years, we took our 
leave of the ‘golden city,’ and all its mag- 
nificence, and turned our faces toward the 
British camp, then within forty miles i 
Ava. 





a 





had safely passed the Burman camp; for © 
then we felt, indeed, that we were. once) 
more free, and out of the’ power lf those: 
i ose ender mercies are cruel. ‘The: 
received us with all that kindness 
spitality for which your ee 
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“No one can conceive our joy, SE ‘ 
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those 














‘are so far famed, provided us with every 
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comfort during a fortnight’s residence at 
the camp, and kindly sent us on to Ran- 
goon in this gun-boat. We deeply feel the 
kindness of Sir Archibald Campbell; for, 
under the directions of Providence, he has 
been the means of delivering us from the 
iron grasp of the Burmans.. May God 
reward him a hundred-fold, and prepare 
him for the future enjoyment of heaven.” 





















Who that reads this letter does not ex- 
ult in the thought, that our countrymen 
should have been the instruments of deli- 
vering from such sufferings, of rescuing 
from such dangers, and restoring to liberty, 
these truly interesting and valuable charae- _ 
ters? and who in particular is notdisposedto 
envy the commander-in-chief of the British — 
army; the refined pleasure hemust have en- 
joyed inthe character of their deliverer? For * 
our own part, we should consider his Te 
ceiving Mr and Mrs Judson into the Bri 
ish camp, especially when he was 
fully acquainted with their most in’ 
and eventful history, a source of far 
and purer satisfaction than he could 
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even from the most distinguished of his 
victories. While every Christian who reads 
the above narrative, will feel grateful 
Sir Archibald Campbell, as the instrum 
in the hand of Providence of thus hapj 
putting a period to the protracted 
ing of those who have established so power- 
fula claim to a peculiar measure of affection 
and esteem from the whole christian world ; 
and while he must contemplate with plea~ 
sure, that high-toned humanity and kind- 
ness discovered on this oceasion, so truly 
worthy of the British name; we are cer- 
tain he will also most cordially join in the 
prayer so much in the spirit of true reli- 
gion, with which the above deeply interest- 
ing narrative concludes. 

The following postscript is added after 
they reached Rangoon. 


a 





























« Raxcoow, March 22, 1826. 
_“ We have, my dear Mr Butterworth, 
y arrived in Rangoon, and once more 
ourselves in the old mission house ! 


shall we render to the Lord for all 
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_ You will see from the public prints 
the treaty of peace. We intend going to 
one of the places retained by the English” 
ernment, and endeavour once more to 
cls a little church around us. Mah 
-lay and her sister we found at Prome: 
they are as pions as ever, and will follow 
wherever we go. 

“ Burmah will yet he given to Jesus for 
his inheritance! We are not discouraged, 
but think our prospects brighter than ever. 
We shall have as many schools as we can 
support at Mergui or Tavoy, to which 
places the Burmese population are flocking — 
in crowds.” 

Since the date of the above, Dr Price 
writes wo a gentleman in America (April _ 
‘tth)—*“ Iam happy to have it inmy power 
to inform you of the health and safety of 
our dear brother and sister Judson. They 
are now in Rangoon, and are waiting to 
take passage to some port under the pi 
tection of the British government. As 
myself, I propose remaining in Ava, to 
advantage of the present change of fe 
inthe Burman government. I thin! 
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prospect extremely fair for missionariés, 
either under the British or Burman flag; 
and I cannot but look forward to no dis- 
tant period, when, like Otaheite, they also 
shall shake off the trammels of superstition 
and idolatry, and join to seek the one liv- 
ing and true God.” 












The editor, through the kindness of a 
friend, has received from America, within 
these two weéks, some of the most recent 
numbers of one of the periodical publica- 
tions of that country; and he is happy to be 
able thus to add to the above very interest- 
ing document, the following letters sent by 
the missionaries to their friends at home. 
It will be recollected, that all the mis- 
sionaries in the Burman empire, were na 
tives of America; and it may be well sup- 
posed that such missionaries, besides their 
personal relatives, would have many chris- 
tian friends deeply interested in their safe~ 
ty. This is indicated in the manner in 
wi ich the information of their being pre- 

amidst so many dangers is announ-- 


Joyful intelligence from India,” is the 
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title of the article in which the following’ 
letters are inserted. Though they con-~ 
tain little more than an abridged account. _ 
of what is more fully stated in the letter 
already introduced; yet, as they give an 
interesting representation of the effects pro- 
duced on the feelings both of Mr and Mrs— 
Judson by their severe sufferings, we can- 
not think of curtailing them, but give 
; them as they appear in the above-mention- 










; ed publication. if 
: The first letter is from Mr Judson to - 
= Dx Baldwin. ais) 
: 4 fel 
 Bartism Canr, Yartano, Feb, 25, 1826, 
“ REV. AND DEAR SIR, ny 


“ We survive a scene of suffering, which, — 
on retrospect, at the present moment, seems _ 
not areality, but a horrid dream. We are 
occupying a tent in the midst of Sir 
bald Campbell’s staff, and are receivi 
LA from him, and other British officers, 
4 manner of kind attentions, proportior 
to the barbarities we have endured 
nearly two years. 

* I was seized on the 8th of June 
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in consequence of the war with Bengal, 
and in company with Dr Price, three 
Englishmen, one Armenian, and one Greek, 
was thrown, into the ‘ death prison,’ at 


Ava, where we lay eleven months—nine »— 


months in three pair, and two months in 
five pair of fetters. The scenes we wit- 
nessed, and the sufferings we underwent, 
during that period, I would fain consign to 
oblivion, From the death prison at Ava, 
We were removed toa country prison at 
Oung-pen-lay, ten miles distant, under cir- 
cumstances of such severe treatment, that 
one of our number, the Greek, expired on 
the road; and some of the rest, among 
whom was myself, were scarcely able to 
move for several days. It was the inten- 
tion of government, in removing us from 
Ava, to have us sacrificed, in order to en= 
sure victory over the foreigners; but the 
sudden disgrace and death of the adviser 


of that measure prevented its execution, 


‘remained i in the Oung- pen-lay prison six 
» in one pair of fetters; at the ex~ 

of which period I was taken out: 

and sent under a strict: gaard to 








“Whe 


ment to my own final ceparture from i 
with Mrs J. "7 
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the Burmese head-quarters at Mah-looan, 
to act as interpreter and translator, + 
months more elapsed, when, on my return _ 
to Ava, 1 was released at the instance 
Moung-Shaw-loo, the north governor of the 
palace, and put under his charge. During 
the six weeks that I resided with him, the 
affairs of government became desperate, 
the British troops making steady adyances 
on the capital; and after Dr Price had 
been twice dispatched to negociate for 
peace (a business which I declined as long 
as possible,) I was taken by foree and as- 
sociated with him. We found the British 
above Pah-gan; and on returning to Ava 
with their final terms, I had the happiness 
of procuring the release of the very last of ‘ 
my fellow-prisoners ; and on the 21st inst. 
obtained the reluctant consent of 


“On my first imprisonment, the 6 
house, which I had just erected, was 
dered, and every thing valuable confise 
Mrs J. however, was allowed to 
the place, which she did until my 

re 
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to Oung-pen-lay, whither she followed. 
Subsequently to that period she was twice 
brought to the gates of the grave; the last 
time, with the spotted fever, while I was 
absent at Mah-looan. She had been sense- 
less and motionless several days, when the 
providential release of Dr Price, at the 
very last extremity, gave an opportunity 
for such applications as were blest to her 
relief. On my return, I was astonished to 
* find her in the most emaciated helpless 
state, not haying heard a word of her ill- 
ness, She, however, rapidly recovered, 
and is now in perfect health. Even little 
Maria, who came into the world a few 
months after my imprisonment, to aggra- 
vate her parents’ woes, and who has been, 
from very instinct, it would seem, a poor, 
sad, crying thing, begins to brighten up 
her little face, and be somewhat sensible 
of our happy deliverance. 
“ The treaty of peace was signed yester- 
day, by the respective plenipotentiaries ; 
$ ing to the terms of which the pro- 
Arracan, and the small provinces 
Tavoy, and Mergui, in the sonth, 
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are ceded to the British. It was this con- 


sideration chiefly that induced me to em- 
brace the first opportunity of leaving Ava, 
where the only object I ever had in settling, 
‘was to obtain some toleration for the chris- 
tian religion,—a favour which I hope now 
to enjoy without leave from his golden- — 


“Sir Archibald has assigned us a large 
gun-boat for our accommodation down the — 
river, and we expect to leave this in a very 
few days. Respectfully yours, Sana 

« A. Jupson, jun” 


The following is an extract of a leti 
from Mrs Judson to the Rev. F. Wayland 


junior. 
« Raxcoow, March 28, 1826. 
“My DEAR BROTHER, ‘hie 
* Previous to the reception of this | 
will have heard that we are alive, 
out of the hands of those who have 
Jong made us tremble. I can 
at times, believe it a reality that 
been safely conducted through | 
narrow passages, and find ourselve 
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at Rangoon, our old home. Our continu- 
ed existence is ascribable to God alone, 
who, no doubt, in answer to the prayers of. 
our beloved friends in America, has watch- 
ed oyer and preserved us, and mingled 
mercies with all our afflictions. O that : 
our future lives may bear some proportion — ae 
to the great mercies we have jived. 
The general outlines of our history for two 
years past, Mr J. has communicated to Dr» 
Baldwin. Of our sufferings and jaime 
none can form an idea, but those who were 
in confinement with us. You will hardly 
believe when I say, that so entirely occupi-_ 
ed were our minds with present afflictions 
and seeking means for deliverance, that 
months have elapsed without thinking of 
home, or those dear friends on whom our 
thoughts have been so constantly fixed. 
When we reached the English camp, and — 
I found myself once more at liberty, with 
what delight did I retrace my late visit to 

erica, How much I thought of mys 
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but have not concluded to which of those 
places retained by the English government 
we shall go. We think more of New 
Martaban than any other place. It is se- 
parated from Oid Martaban by the Thaul- 
wenriver, and will probably be very popu- 
lous, as most of the Burmese from the old 
towris ate going over. We are gratified 
in hearing that Mr and Mrs Boardman 
have arrived in Rangoon. They will be all 
ready to enter on their work, when we 
shall have fixed on a place. Under the 
English government, we shall, I have no 
doubt, establish as many schools a8 we 
shall be able to support. But you shall 
hear from us as soon as we arrive at 
the place of destination. We have with 
us now four of the Christians, and are ex- 
pecting others daily, who will alll follow us_ 
to whatever place we go. Ma-Mess-la and 
her sister appear very well, and ascribe 
the preservation of our lives to the 
of God alone. Moung-Ing stood by 
faithfully during our long confinement, 
was the only one for some time who 
carry Mr J. his food. I trust the 
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‘Mission will yet prosper, and that you will 
from time to time be made joyful by the 
accounts of converted Burmese. I must 
close, or I shall lose this opportunity of — 
sending. Forget not in your prayers, your 
sister in Christ, 

“A. H. Jupson.” 


The last information we have received 
respecting Mr Judson, is, that he was pre- 
sent at the laying the foundation of a new 
town, to be named Ambherst-town, in 
Martaban, one of the provinces ceded to’ 
the British, and that he had been engaged 
inoffering up a public prayer on thatoccasion. 
It is added, that Mrs Judson and he are 
likely to take up their residence in that 
place, whither many of the Burmans are 
resorting, there to prosecute, under the 
protection of the British government, their 
works of Christian benevolence. Nene | 
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we have next observed their overcoming \ 


so many difficulties in acquiring the Bur- 
man language, and accomplishing a transla~ 
tion of the Seriptures into it; while we 
have had occasion to mark their partial 
success in preaching the gospel to the na- 
tives; and, lastly, while we have contem- 
plated their preservation during the war, 
and their signal deliverance:—can the read- 
er for a moment question whether or not 
the finger of God is here? Do not these 
circumstances authorise us to entertain the 
hope that their valuable lives, and those of 
their coadjutors, have been thus mercifully 
preserved for yet more extensive useful- 
ness. And now, while they possess the 
knowledge of the language, while they 
haye the Scriptures printed in that lan- _ 
guage, and ready to put into the hands of 
the natives, and while, along with thid, 
they enjoy the protection of the British 
government; may we not reasonably in- — 
dulge the delightful anticipation, that they _ 
shall be the honoured instruments of 

sively sowing in that land of cruelty’ 
superstition, those seeds of divine 





THE BURMAN EMPIRE. 129 


_ which shall bring forth much fruit to the 
glory of-God, or, in the language of Mrs 
Judson, that after all their trials and suffer- ry 


ings, “Burmab shall yet he given to 
Jesus !” 
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